
Carterton Master Plan 
 
The recently published Carterton Master Plan (CMP) has many proposals; 
some good, some questionable and some which are unacceptable.  I shall 
deal with the main ones in no specific order. 
 

1. There has been no real consultation with those parishes that are most 
affected by the CMP. 

2. None of the proposals to increase the employment land and/or the 
number of houses are backed up by any statistical evidence. 

3. Plans to improve the centre of Carterton are welcomed.  Indeed this 
should be the priority item on any agenda.  Make the residents proud of 
their town. 

4. The town should make the visitor welcome and want to return to it at 
some future date. 

5. Increasing the number of pedestrian and cycle routes through the town 
is good. 

6. The town is only 5 miles from Witney, which is the main service centre 
for the district.  The latter has an extensive selection of shops and 
recreational facilities and is the natural choice for the high street names 
to locate there.  Carterton is never going to compete, and should not 
waste time and money trying. 

7. The plan does not show any town or parish boundaries on any ot the 
maps included.  Without this information the reader may not be aware 
of the extent of development that is proposed lies outside the current 
boundaries of Carterton.  In fact almost all the changes outside of the 
town centre are in other parishes. 

8. The WODC Local Plan 2031 identifies housing and employment land 
needs for Carterton over this period.  The latter is evidently not content 
with this and is asking for more housing without any shred of 
justification or statistical evidence. 

 
In short the document is essentially a "wish list".  It is glossy and offers a 
vision of a future Carterton that is unrealistic.   
 
Carterton is not going to compete with Witney as a service centre.  The centre 
of Carterton can be improved, and this should be the real objective for the 
town.  Once this has been achieved then maybe it can attract more retail 
outlets to locate there. 
 
Bigger (town) is not better, and better (centre) can be best. 
 
Selwyn Shorrock 
 


