
As I understand it, the Carterton Master Plan which covers the period to 2031 is to 
identify the potential for the growth of Carterton to deliver a sustainable Town and lay 
the foundations for a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Surely Neighbourhood Plans (NHP's) must have regard to national planning policy 
and must be in conformity with strategic policies for the local area. 
 
The West Oxfordshire Local Plan 2031 (WOLP) has already identified/allocated sites 
to meet the housing requirements for this same period. A detailed assessment of the 
options to identify the potential for the growth of Carterton was carried out as part of 
this Plan. Should the need for housing increase during the life of this Plan, any future 
direction of growth has already been narrowed to the West. Existing lower density 
residential areas and brownfield sites within the Town should be developed first 
before any further incursion of greenfield land. 
 
NHP's also need to gain the approval of a majority of voters of the neighbourhood to 
come into force. The WOLP has only recently been submitted following extensive 
community engagement. The strength of opposition to further large scale 
development within Brize Norton Parish was made abundantly clear. Carterton Town 
Council has had no engagement or open dialogue with our Ward District Councillor 
or Brize Norton Parish Council (where you are proposing the most substantial growth) 
and they and others do not support your vision. 
 
Development in this location, which is remote from Carterton would be unsustainable, 
would not benefit the local community or help to build the neighbourhood. It would 
place unrealistic pressures on its costs and deliverability. This open rural countryside 
is served by a single track, unclassified road with no links to Carterton. 
 
WOLP 2031 
The core policy for this sub-area (and you claim, one of your key priorities) is to 
maintain, enhance and extend the green buffer between Carterton and Brize Norton to 
prevent coalescence and to protect the separate identity and open rural setting of the 
village and the open countryside beyond. 
The suggestion of leapfrogging this buffer zone (Kilkenny Lane Country Park) is 
contrary to this long held strategic policy of WODC and the NPPF. 
 
This core policy also aims to avoid development which will increase the risk of 
flooding. 
This part of Brize Norton is an environmentally sensitive area, including mineral 
resources. There is one active limestone quarry and several disused quarries running 
the length of Burford Road. The majority of properties here are built on the old quarry 
floors, in this low lying area which is very sensitive to flooding; as was demonstrated 
with devastating consequences when Shilton Park was developed. 
 
Leisure Facilities 
The current site and pavilion are centrally located, within easy reach for users; both 
local residents and military personnel. Significant amounts of public monies and 
military covenants have been used to improve the facilities and ground conditions 
here. 



This site is very popular, is in close proximity to the Leisure Centre and should be 
retained. 
 
Your proposed site for replacement leisure facilities is in a remote location, poorly 
related to the Town centre; with ground conditions which are unsuitable. The mains 
water pipe which supplies Carterton runs under this field. This area needs to be kept 
clear, as Thames Water frequently need to excavate here to repair breaks in the ageing 
infrastructure. 
 
Employment Land 
WODC's evidence shows an imbalance between homes and jobs in Carterton. The 
housing requirement has already been met but they will seek high quality business 
land in the sub-area over the period of their Plan. 
OCC's Transport Plan has identified the B4477 as the preferred route to the A40. 
They propose upgrading this to an A road, with the provision of west facing slips to 
the A40. 
A business park next to this improved junction would offer a far more attractive 
location for businesses, with excellent visual links to RAF Brize Norton. 
 
I hope these comments will be seriously considered and that there will be more 
meaningful engagement with the local community before any further action is taken. 
 
Regards, 
Miss Verena Hunt. 
 


