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Treatment & Approach

The structure and rational for the book relies of the use of
different sources of information. Although one approach would
have been to write a chapter on each person who died, with one
large chapter of many pages for each this does not tie in with the
plan of the book which has more general chapters. The layout can
be seen from the contents page. Inevitably this leads to some
duplication of basic information but it does allow for specific
themes to be developed. With the first approach there would be
duplication where more than one soldier had the same regiment,
memorial or family.

For example, the chapters rely on specific sources of a different
provenance. Chapter 2 relies on an analysis of census information
from the 1911 census for Brize Norton and the adjacent hamlets.
Chapter 3 uses Schools Admission data. Chapter 4 uses data
largely from the Commonwealth War Graves Commission plus
material from a personal account by Howell Powell. Chapter 5
goes back to census records (often from more than one census) to
reveal their families, relationships and occupations. Chapter 6
pulls out details of the Commonwealth Graves Commission
Memorials going into detail including their location, the site in
relation to the battle fields and a site map and picture. This
chapter would be of particular interest to those who wanted to
visit the actual war graves across the continent. Chapter 7
describes the regiments in which the fallen served. Chapter 8 is
an attempt to pin down or deduce where the fallen were fighting
when they died in part relying on correlating the information
from the memorial site, with the date of their death and
information about their regiment and battalion during the
various battles and campaigns. Chapter 9 represents the data to
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create a time line showing when and where they fell. Chapter 10
analyses census and other information to show others from the
village who fought but mercifully came back after the war - this
chapter is far from complete. The remaining chapters and
appendices are in process of being written.

Sources.

It follows that the sources used are of different provenance and
completeness. For example, the Commonwealth War Graves
material is accurate and can be relied up. The Census information
relates to a particular time and place, ten years apart it relies on
the thoroughness of the census taker and the accuracy of data
given For example, there are misspellings and inaccuracies
because of oral questioning and, perhaps most disappointing is
that nearly all addresses were recorded as “cottage”, this makes
identifying particular properties in Brize difficult, if not
impossible.

The military records are of very variable quality some badly
damaged and illegible. We are aware that many records were lost
as a result of enemy action in World War 2. Most were written
from oral examination so that misspelt names frequently occur -
a good example are the various spellings Brize Norton or indeed
the absence of this vital link. Surnames are also misspelt and
don’t always tie up with the census data. It is partly for this
reason that the sources have deliberately contained within
separate chapters. We acknowledge there can b inconsistencies
across the chapters.

To preserve the individual integrity of the actual data extracted
into this book and the various tables, each data element has been
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taken as given in the relevant source. This may be seen a purist
approach but I believe is justified - we cannot re-write the records
and cannot take the view that one source is right and another
wrong, although one might regard from the above discussion that
one source is unreliable. It should also be noted that Howell
Powell’s accounts are based on his own observations and
memories and can be questioned at times, especially when
correlated to census information. Also the chapter on where they
fought and died (Chapter 9) is based on deduction and in many
cases we do not know or cannot know the precise facts as so
many died whose bodies where never found - "Known only unto
God".

A corollary of the way the book is written there is that is some
duplication and repetition but hopefully this will be tolerated.
Cross references will serve to make it easier to link to related
information - perhaps more details across the chapters. Viewed
electronically navigation through the book will be easier.

Abbreviations

In most cases the abbreviations have been spelt out. However
there are occasions where Battalion, Company, etc have been
abbreviated to Btn, Co, etc,

Access to data sources

I have relied at this stage on online sources with few exceptions.
It is possible that hard copy records from military and other

archives in regimental museums, local and county libraries, and
national archives and musuems could furnish more information
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but this clearly would necessitate time and travel to visit these
resources or the cost of employing researchers.

Availability of service records

Readers should be aware that 60 percent of military service
records were destroyed during air raids in WW2. Many of the
other records were water damaged or scorched so being renders
illegible. Unfortunately there is no sign of records for our fallen.
Medal record cards can be found but without the regimental
service numbers it is not always possible to distinguish soldiers
with the same name or regiment (these instances are noted).
Pension records can also assist in tracking down the right person,
but the whole business is fraught by inaccuracies in spelling, etc.
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Chapter 1 - A rural community

Brize Norton is a small rural community in the Cotswolds
situated 6 miles to the west of Witney and 3 miles north of
Bampton. The village is mentioned in the Domesday Book. The
history of the village is given in a number of sources, notably the
Victorian History Society publication and Brize Norton Parish
Council's publication - "Brize Norton through the Ages" compiled
by the author.

In 1911 the population for Brize Norton and Lew was 627 (553 in
Brize Norton itself). An analysis of the 1911 census shows the
occupations of the villagers were nearly all related to the land.

The table below shows a breakdown
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Males Females
allotment holder 2 agricultural 1
labourer
army 3 assistant draper 2
. assistant in
assistant grocer 2 business 3
assistant on farm 2 as§|stant on 2
diary farm
assistant 1 assistant in post 2
overseer office
?)55|§ts In 2 teacher 10
usiness
. child under
bailiff 1 school age 64
baker 4 companion 1
butler 1 cook 1
boat maker 1 dairy woman 2
butcher 2 domestic 6
carpentgr/ wheel 4 dressmaker 5
wright
carrier 2 farmer 2
carter on farm 12 farm related 2

Males

Females
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general

cattleman 3 storekeeper 1
certified teacher 1 gloveress 1
;ZIT) ; nadgeer 50 governess 1
clergyman 1 housekeeper 1
coach painter 1 housemaid 3
dealgr‘};'orter 2 housewife* 123
cowman 6 inn keeper 1
farm labourer 46 milliner 1
farm waggoner 1 oap 7
farmer 16 parlourmaid 3
gardener 11 postmistress 1
general labourer 8 poultry farmer 1
grocer 3 private means 8
groom 3 scholar 36
haulier 1 seamstress 1
hay tyer on farm 1 secretary 1
helping on farm 7 servant 7
horse
boy/horseman 11 shop keeper 1
on farm
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Males Females
keeper game 1 widowed 8
mason 8 other 2
rr_10de|_ 1
engineering
motor driver 1
oap/retired 9
plough boy 4
police 1
railway 7
road
labourer/road 8
man
road surveyor 1
scholar 36
shepherd 8
solicitor 1
stud groom 1
sub postmaster 1
tailor 1
threshing
machine 1
proprietor
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Males Females

traction engine
driver

waggoner/under 8
waggoner

other 4

w
—_
[e)]
[O8]
—
—_

Totals

(o)}
N
N

* Note that "housewife" includes single women at home.

A further analysis shows the "insularity" of the villages. 114
females (36%) were bred and born in Brize Norton, whilst 152
males (50%) were bred and born there. Incomers to the village
numbers 203 females (64%) and 154 males (50%). Taking a
sample of around 20% we find of 29 females came from the
following counties: Berkshire (2), Devonshire (1), Gloucestershire
(3), Middlesex (1), Oxfordshire (15), Somerset (3), Wiltshire (3)
and Yorkshire (1). Noting the actual locations most are fairly
close to Brize Norton (Faringdon, Easington, Witney, Lechlade,
Swindon all figure). Similarly for 26 males we find the following:
Berkshire (4), Bucks (1), London (1), Middlesex (1), Oxfordshire
(14), Somerset (1), Wiltshire (3) and Yorkshire (1).

Brize was a close community with a few well established families.
Many were inter-related.

The table below is based on persons in the village in 1911 that
were bred and born in the village, together with those incoming
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residents with the same surname and address. Only those with
more than one household are given.

1+743+1+9+8+
Timms 13 3+3+1+13+1+2+ 43
Drinkwater 8 5+5+4;+21+3+6+ 29
Faulkner 2 4+3+8+32+4+8+ 33
Hunt 6 14+8+1+2+44+6 22
Bellenger 5 442474543 19
Smith 5 1+2+1+5+6 15
Joynes 4 2+1+4+2 9
Kinchen 4 6+10+1+3 20
Upstone 4 8+2+5+3 18
Archer 3 4+6+2 12
Barnes 3 8+4+3 15
Field 3 2+3+5 10
Fowler 3 3+143 7
Gardiner 3 2+1+1 4
Holtom 3 3+5+5 13
Castle 2 4+1 5
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Number of People per

Surname households household Total
Clack 2 2+1 3
Garratt 2 1+6 7
Knight 2 6+1 7
Silman 2 1+3 4
Waite 2 5+1 6
Wiggins 2 1+2 3
Winfield 2 5+5 10

Other names that figure include Arkell, Badger, Black, Blackwell,
Bright, Brogdon, Busby, Bye, Cambray, Fletcher, Giles, Gray,
Gullett, Hardy, Higgs, Hollis, Iles, May, Preston, Rowles, Taylor,
Tovey and Williams, each with one household. The remainder
who lived in the village represent incomers only.

s, Brize Norton.
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This, then, is the background against which a whole generation of
males were picked to fight in the First World War. Most will have
had no experience of life beyond the village.
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Chapter 2 - The Village School

I have been lucky enough to loan the school register for Brize
Norton School since its inception. This is an invaluable source of
information about the school and the village community. My
thanks to Mrs Anna Fairhurst, The Head teacher for the loan of
this precious piece of village/school history.

I have concentrated on an analysis of the register for the boys
who might have fought in the First World War and who attended
the village school. A complete analysis of the document would
provide a good incite of the school population over the ages, but
this would necessarily be in another publication following a good
deal of work.

The admissions register for Brize Norton School provides the
following information for the years with which we are concerned:
The admission number, the date of admission (and
re-admission), the scholar's name, the address of the parents or
guardian, the name of the parent or guardian, the scholar's date
of birth, the previous school if any, the date last attended the
school and the reason for leaving.

Not only can we identify the boys who might have fought in WwW1
but we can find valuable information about those who died for
our country including their actual date of birth.

The table below is an extract of the schools admissions register
solely for those within the ambit of our research for this book.

Page 9



Brize Norton and World War One

Jnoge| S

loyyo) | CF | £681/0/9T | S88T/TT/S0 PRUUIM | ooy, | PRUUM sewoy 688T/11/C1
S881/60/t1 bug uyot Wbng Isaui3 688T/11/c1
881/90/0¢ | duoqjlews auoqews | 861099 688T/11/¢1
S881/€0/€0 sdway seuyd sjdway sewoy L 688T/1T/11

Jnoge| A 6

1oy | EF | 8681/80/50 | §881//0/S0 uung 1USH uung 961099 688T/11/40

Jnoge| A A

o) | CF | L681/L0/91 | S881/L0/61 9A0L uyor anoL uyor 6881/60/£C
$881/50/€0 Wny poid Ny dL3paL4 6881/L0/cC

.&:Ngm_ Z1 | 9681/L0/80 | ¥88T/TT/TT Jabusjeg Aisey 1ebuajeg Ny 6881/50/0C

.&:Ngm_ Z1 | 9681/L0/0T | S881/10/S0 SUDYIIM saHeYd SUBYIIM 6881/50/0C

0 Ul uyot Ul uyor 6881/50/0C
P
onoway | TF | ¥68T/0T/S0 | €881/80/90 asnoy saHeyd asnoy fueld 6881/S0/€T
Siom

10339 uonssnb S881/80/ST uss) uyor usa) 6881/50/90
¥881/90/1 ohg soyL oAg sewoy L. 6881/+0/10

N & g &

&E @ &0.&/ S o & R SRS

Page 10



Brize Norton and World War One

S881/11/20 SuIBbim saleyd SuIBBIM weljim 0681/01/8¢
€881/11/€2 SuIB6iMm saleyd SuIBBIM sewoyL 0681/01/8¢
S
€881/60/6C lIH ewoy | H uyor 0681/0T/41
€881/90/€0 llemod paid llemod dLepaLd 0681/01/90
Som
lojya | PP | 6681/v0/8T | v88T/TT/L0 SllIoH plemp3 SllioH BIIIIM 0681/60/6¢
yom
lojya | PP | 6681/£0/0Z | S881/90/81 swwiL ydasor swwiL weljim 0681/60/62
9881/80/90 oAg saleyd oAg ouspald 0681/60/2C
€881/01/0¢€ swwil ydasog swwilL dLapald 0681/60/2¢
S881/+0/0€ uewis sawer uewis ueld 0681/€0/1C
Jnoge|
oo | FT | £68T/0T/90 | 9881/60/1C lIR4quIL uyor IaqunL PRI 0681/40/LT
Jnoge|
oo | FF | 968T/£0/0T | S88T/TO/TT lIR4quIL uyor Iaqun sajtelyd 0681/20/€0
S88T/60/ST | Jo1eMdjuLQ uyor | JelemjuLqQ uyor 0681/10/0C
AuaH
uossdn uyor uossdn welm 6881/11/81
R 4 &
60/4%\% N 0&00 ° & %« > /& 0&.0/ "

Page 11



Brize Norton and World War One

s
€88T/TT/EC | SWBBM | o | suBBm | sewoyl 068T/01/82
s
€881/60/6¢ ewoy lIH uyor 068T/0T/%1
€881/90/€0 [loMOd pald [loMOd Jlspald 0681/01/90
Hom b1 6681/+0/8¢C ¥88T/11/40 SIlIoOH P SIlIoOH SlIM 0681/60/6C
10} U3 : Jemp3 : A
}om
10§ Y3 14" 6681/£0/0¢ G881/90/8T suwwi ydssor swwig Wweljjim 0681/60/6¢C
s
9881/80/90 oAg oL oAg dLepal 0681/60/2¢
£881/01/0€ s ydssor swwi Jlspadd 0681/60/2¢
G881/+0/0€ uewl|is sawer ueuwlis jueld 0681/€0/1¢
inoqe|
104 19| 1T £68T/01/90 9881/60/1¢ [lPiquilL uyor [lRiquilL paliiMm 068T/+0/L1
inoqe|
o3y9) | PP 9681/£0/0T | S88T/T0/TT [P4quuiL uyor [[R4qui L sapey) 0681/20/€0
G88T1/60/ST J=1emyulg uyor J=aremyulig uyor 0681/10/02
uolsdn uyor uoisdn 688T/11/81
N & ¥ &
& /R X S o & /R S O
Y NP2 Q » ¥ &
A &K F & N > /& & T

Page 12



Brize Norton and World War One

o)
noge | F 006T/90/6C | 888T/20/20 Ny pa.4 Ny 2681/20/20
weljim
IIleH ab1osn lleH 961099 1681/T1/0€
8881/£0/2T [f soyL IIH sawer 1681/0T/12
xo4 361039 a|be3 pieyory 168T/0T/€T
oM 6 6
o3y | EF 006T/£0/LT | £881/01/10 Jsbus|lag wel|jim 1abua|jeg allm 1681/07/50
p
onowas | L | v681/0T/2T | £881/90/tC swwi| soyl swiwi alm 1681/80/0T
9881/,0/62 WOJoH piemp3 WOjoH e 1681/50/10
£881/50/6T1 SauAor o603 SsauAor [1AD 1681/50/SC
sup) | ET | 006T/S0/40 | [88T/s0/v0 | Jebudlpg | seled | Jebusleg | ploien 1681/50/50
988T/0T/+0 sddiyd uyor sddiyd uyor 168T/40/€T
S
£881/11/50 uspboug ewoyy | Uepbod AsupAs 1681/+:0/90
HOM o1 | 6681/60/T2 | 988T/11/9C SUBIIM s SUIIM piemp3 1681/50/90
10J Y3| i ewoy| S
S
9681/60/6C IIH ewoy | [IH Inyuy 1681/20/971
G88T/11/20 suibBbim saleyd suibBbim wel(|im 0681/07/8¢
N 8D 4 0@
TSI S > P S /R S O
60/4%9& @ 0%0 2 & %« > /& oeb,/ ¥

Page 13



Brize Norton and World War One

8887/60/90 2oe)sng pleyory 2oe)sng Sll[!M 7681/60/92
oM N .
104 19| T061/90/8¢ Jabus|ieg JeH 1obus|pg 11eH 7681/60/92
o | 8 | vEST/OT/SO | £881/10/c1 asnoy seyd asnoy dLapaly 2681/50/91
I 8 9681/¥0/CT 8887T/50/€T Sl|IoH piemp3 Sl||IoH V PloJeH 7681/50/91
Jnoge|
o397 TO6T/T0/LT | 888T/T0/8T usypuy sieyd uaypuy Jueid 2681/b0/SC
/881/10/1¢ 20e)sny pleyory 9oe)sng Aueld 7681/+0/5C
Jnoge| . .
104 19| 14! T06T/20/ST /881/L0/vT oAg soyL 2Ag a1ag 2681/b0/5C
Jnoge|
opya) | & 006T/£0/ST | 8881/+0/€C swiwi L ydasor swiwi | Anypy 2681/40/S¢
inoge|
lojym) | CT | 006T/40/40 | 888T/40/L0 PIRYUIM | pleMpI | PIRYUIM welfjim 2681/%0/5C
S}om
o3ya | EF 0061/50/£0 | £881/90/0¢ JaydjeyL wel|jim Salyer Joem Z681/b0/SC
Inoge|
104 13| €T T061/20/80 8881/20/¥T SUBIM sajeyd SUB|IM AlusH 2681/40/50
inoge|
104 19| €T 006T/£0/9¢ /88T/0T/€T wojjoH plemp3 wo3ljoH 2b1099 2681/£0/82
L:ounm._ ZT | 0061/90/67 | 888T/£0/ST PIRLUIM soyl PRYUM | DLepaL 2681/£0/1C
& /& Fon S & & /D ES
0%@@ & o%o ¢ & K »® /& & &

Page 14



Norton and World War One

rize

LMHW_ €1 | 0061/20/9 | 881/80/8T uewijis sower uewis dLepd £681/+0/7
Lw%_“w_ TT | 6681/21/80 | 6881/40/€T sddiyg qoc sddiyd pa. ¥68T/b0/0T
LMHA%_ €T | ZO6T/0/YT | 6881/€0/8T swuiy e swuwi] 3 ueqyy £681/£0/02
LMHA%_ S | p68T/c0/67 | 888T/11/80 WbLg uyor wbLg ump3 €681/€0/€T
P
orowas | 9 | S681/S0/TE | 888T/CT/ST swwi| paid swwiL spuely €681/10/20
8881//0/8T JajemyuLg yeoN Jajemyuliq jueld 768T/11/20
Lu@w_ 9T | T061/60/9T | S88T/€0/9T uoysaid soyL uoyseid 2bi039 ¢68T/TT/L0
gy | ET | T06T/0T/SZ | 8sst/ot/oe Y seud Ity Sl <681/01/1€
LMHMM_ €1 | 1061/0T/€C | 888T/0T/bT swuwi | uMp3 SwuwiL pueimoy ¢681/01/5C
£881/£0/80 uolsald soyl uolsald anyuy 2681/0T/vC
ASjwo) poid As|wo) sewoy | 768T/0T/L1
Adjwod paid Asjwo) AusH 768T/0T/LT
8881/60/90 snuy uyor snuy anypy 2681/60/9¢
NS ¥ S
&8/ Fa S & & ¥ £
S /¢ KL & N3 ® /& & T

Page 15



Brize Norton and World War One

0681/L0/¢T | Buogiews | welim | ouogiews | AuUeH | S | S68T/k0/ze
0681/60/91 x04 961099 | S | S68T/40/10
068T/L0/T0 | Jelemyuu@ | uyor | Jslemyjuug | 3sPw3 | S | S68T/T0/z¢
onios | 2| sestbo/er | ssst/co/oz | ewebayddy H3 | @ebeddy | Awed | 9 | v68T/60/VT
onios | £ | sestbo/e | s8st/zo/oz | ewebarddy H3 | @owebeddy | poseH | 9 | v68T/60/bT
oM
oy | ST | SO6T/80/6T | 068T/60/ST | PRLUIM soyL PIRYUIM prea | b | b681/60/bC
0681/90/67 | Jelemjuug | sowy | Jelemjuud | 261089 | b | b68T/£0/20
0681/90/62 swiwi L pai swwiL 961039 | b | 68T/90/b0
6831/80/8¢ wopm | 9bi0e9 | M npy | s | pest/so/Te
0681/€0/21 Jabus|ieg AsteH 1obusieg Isaulg ¥ | ¥68T/€0/bT
S
6881/21/50 SllloH ewou sllloH sower | b | b681/10/z¢
S}lom
tojye | EF | TOGT/S0/T0 | 888T/90/87 | Jewiined | ydesor | awined e | S | €68T/60/cT
6881/80/82 uossdn sowy uossdn ydesor | v | €681/60/TT
™ & Y &
&& @ PPN S o & R S O
Y N2 O N Y
~ me & & 3 S N /& %)v &

Page 16



Brize Norton and World War One

6
u_w tmw_ 8881/¢1/5¢ swwi pa.d swwi L spuesy | £ | 9681/90/10
d
omuel | L | S6ST/O/T | T6ST/0/0T | UOSPIM | ASH | UOSDIM | PIMPI | S | 968T/90/20
%08 | 1 | cosl/so/cc | ze8T/So/ez | oemduug | sowy | sjewiug WM b | 9681/90/10
J03R3 : : juely
be
%M wy | 7 S06T/€0/2C | ¢681/€0/TC Jobus|leg AiusH 12bua|jeg 961099 | v | 9681/90/10
£881/80/91 IS Auay s vedny | S | 8881/50//0
be
%w yo | TC | SO61/20/0T | €88T/80/T1 uops|im sawer uops|im welim | €T | 9681/20/5C
inoge, 5
loyyo) | €V | S06T/20/0T | 7681/20/1T Sl|IoH soyL Sl|IoH 361030 | ¥ | 9681/20/0T
obe
ooy | ET | SOT/TO/TT | T68T/c1/0€ Jausj|ned payy owjnes | pIMRAN | v | 968T1/10/20
EWINES
oyyey | LV | 2ost/ei/ez | 9881/20/91 Asuquied soyy Asiqued sspeyd | 0T | S68T/1T/ST
inogey 4 P P
loyue | ST | 6681/20/€0 | ¥88T/S0/zT aiquied soyL aiquied aiqny | 7T | S681/11/ST
HIoMm
oyue| | O | L681/60/0€ | T68T/90/6T Jowj|ned Jausjney M | v | sest/ot/sT
0681/90/0€ SalIW ab10s9 SN umMp3 | S | S681/60/0€
1681/90/0T sauleg welim sauleg anyuy v | S681/,0/2T
N & ¥ &
E SR S S o> & /R N o
60/4%&& & 0&00 & K %« S $ 0&@/ R

Page 17



Brize Norton and World War One

ww_wmu_um_ £681/60/2T swwiy soyl swwij isaulg € £681/20/€0
om_wm“_um_ 1681/50/20 o[_M uyor you|lep ww%_ww S 9681/01/S0
wﬂwmg_u_w_ £881/90/20 yonjlem uyor yonjlem uyor WM | 2T | 968T/0T/S0
%www_ T | 9061/90/10 | S681/90/0€ swuiry Ao swuilL AusH | T | 9681/60/L0
hwww_ L | L681/90/+0 | 0681/60/0T ynws 107 ynws Haqoy 9 | 9681/60/L0
wﬂwm“_u_am_ 168T/11/L1 uew|is uyor uew|is uyor S 9681/60/£0

west/e1/ie | uosdn | wemm | uosdn | Ty esT/e0/z0
mﬂwmu_um_ 1681/0/62 Aayoead welim Asyoead oUIpald | S | 968T/L0/bT
%MH:MM_ 6 | TOGT/TT/BT | T68T/ZT/bT I9|mo4 1s9U13 doImo WG b 968T/L0/€T
mwﬁﬁm_ €1 | SO6T/OT/ST | 7681/0T/9T uossdn sowy uossdn ujor | v | 968T/L0/ET
o wmm_ 61 | TI6T/SO/ST | T681/80/cz |  swwil | Shew swwil | smseW | b | 968T/20/€T
% wwmm || €1 | so61/80/40 | z681/80/22 sddiyq ydasor sddiyd PRYY | b | 968T/L0/ET

P /3 Fa S o & /S ES
St /¢ &K * & N ¥ /& &

Page 18



Norton and World War One

rize

2oe(d
omul | P | S68T/VO/90 | b68T/S0/20 | Jeudneul uaLpuLy 8681/10/€0
obe snoJepy
oye | € | SOBL/TT/CC | TESL/IT/EC | Joiemduud | uuo[ | SSIWUNG | o oo £681/01/52
6
%omtw_ €T | S061/80/¥0 | T68T/80/ST Reusen wel|jim Nees we|im L68T/0T/T1
usued 1 o0et/e0/0z | 1681/90/b2 sauin P ssuinL welfiim £681/60/02
auy 9| Jeuoan ..
6
%w tw_ €T | L061/40/6T | ¥681/40/61 PIRYUIM soyL PIRYUIN uyor £681/90/€T
ysied
oo | 8 | TOGI/IT/ST | v68T/0/cz | emod | 1sui | ooy anuyuy L681/S0/LT
2oe(d SSeyd
opya | S | S68I/EO/PT | €681/50/50 sower 1sau13 sauwer AlusH £681/S0/vT
6
% tw_ €T | 906T/T1/60 | €681/11/11 | Adiqued soyL As1quied jueld £681/%0/21
be
th_ £681/20/21 SUBIM | SeHeYD | supiim veqly £681/20/91
obe 6.
oo €681/20/2T wooH 261099 WO OH Inypy £681/€0/5T
obe
1039 €681/60/2T swuwl | soyL swwi | Iseul] £681/20/€0
sbe p68T/T0/20 |  swwil P swiwiy el £681/20/60
J0 3| : Jeuoa :
N D Q 0@
&& Q@ PPN S o > R S O
Y NP QO » ¥
&g’ <€ & & @ NS » /& &

Page 19



Brize Norton and World War One

sied o]
%;“_Ltm_ 8 | T061/01/0T | £681/50/8T | ebpuepD seud obpuep E&F s | sest/or/re
20
nmw__ woy | OF | 8067 /10/82 | S681/60/22 auoisdn sowy auoysdn sawer € | 8681/60/1C
20pe|d
ool | OF | POBT/SOKZ | b68T/0/Z0 | Jewfined | weym | seuines | 961099 | b | 868T/60/0C
20pe|d sowe|
o H_Lm_ 6 | ¥06T/90/bT | S68T/S0/€T uung AiusH uung oie %m € | 8681/01/0C
sied EIIE)
%E. wo | CF | 06T /S0/90 | 268T1/60/5T Asjiom plemp3 Aspiom EEOHV_ 9 | 8681/60/9¢
ysied 6
oo | TT | 668T/90/ST | 8881/80/80 Ia1xeg M3qoy a1xeg pleuibsy | 0T | 8681/60/6T
ysied
oy | OV | 668T/0/T | 9881/zi/iz | sewea | weqoy | doweg weqoy | ¢T | 8681/60/6T
ysued
sty | ST | €06T/90/vT | 888T/SO/ET SIIOH piemp3 SlIIoH PloieH | 0T | 8681/50/90
SIoM
oy | €| £061/80/20 | bEST/TT/H0 Wuny PIeyIY WunH Plewry | ¥ | 8681/50/90
A
waww\” 0T | O6T/TT/H0 | S681/20/TT llomod MHQ llomod MHLB € | 8681/50/20
A
me__w\_, TT | P06T/TT/b0 | €68T/CT/1T [lPMmod MHAQ llPmod __Mu,wm_._ b | 8681/50/20
wexa
o | 21| £06T/80/20 | S681/20/%T Jousjjned ssuby | Jouyined nyy | € | 868T/40/8T
passed
AL QR & S o o> S /R o«o@ O
12 N > Y Q
g® /¢ fKF & NS ¥ /€ &7

Page 20



Norton and World War One

rize

d
.ﬂwﬁ_ﬁm_ €T | 6061/10/6T | 9681/50/80 uny uyor unH ujor | ¥ | 006T/€0/50
wa_omw_ ZT | TO6T/OT/OT | 688T/60/9T | Jouoesg | wenuw | Jayoesg weyim | 0T | 668T/0T/9T
}Iom p
soyyo) | EF | 60BT/TO/6T | 968T/9/+0 SWWIL | o os swiwiL POyl | € | 6681/L0/€0
Jooyas

e
Witess | TF | 806T/0T/20 | 9681/60/2T SIloH soyL SllloH welm | € | 6681/L0/€0
10 Y9|
[e)

LMH “uw_ €T | Z061/50//7 | 6881/20/vC Javled sapey) Jaxied weljim | 0T | 668T/L0/+0
_uuo%m_ €T | 0061/€0/60 | £881/20/9T Ioojed soyL >ped sewer | €T | 6681/01/%0
_uuoh\,o_ 71 | 6061/T0/6T | 9681/80/Lz | Jawined | ydssor |  Jouned Aus | € | 6681/60/cT
quo%o_ €1 | 6061/60/Tc | 9681/80/90 | ouosdn | weyum | auosdn Pluea | € | 668T/60/ct
quo%_ €T | L061/10/ST | 681/10/ST neues | weym | peues 961099 | § | 668T/40/0T

d
%F_M_ﬁm_ 9 | TO6T/TT/8T | S681/0T/50 19|Mo4 15913 se|mo Mepal | € | 668T/20/€T
sy | EF | BOGT/TT/6T | S68T/TT/0z | PRWUM | SouL | pRyum | udesor | € | 668T/€0/90
quo%w_ Z1 | L06T/21/%0 | S68T/CT/IT | Jo¥emyuua | UYeoN | Jelemyuud | JoWIA | € | 6681/10/0T

20 /A N o RS & /R o
9 X
@/w@s ¢ KF & ~ ¥ /¢ &

Page 21



Brize Norton and World War One

sym) | ET | 6061/80/6T | 9687/80/6T sals1 yeAi3 sals] welm 106T/60/0E
}om
0y y9) | EF 0T6T/L0/ST | £68T/L0/ST Yuws wo) uws sapey) 1061/60/0€
oM
woyya | O 0T6T/L0/ST | 8681/60/8T swiwi | pauyy swiwi | Adsad 1081/60/0€
oM
104 19| 4! 1161/50/6T £681/50/6T swwi AlusH swwi piemp3 T061/£0/20
ysiied
au3 ¥o| 14 T06T/TT/bT £681/50/9¢ 19|Mo4 wel|im 19|Mo4 uyor T06T/¥0/9T
£681/£0/0C [oMaN uyor T061/10/20
ysiied
sqye | ¥ | TOST/EO/ET | £681/80/b0 UeWHPIH 1061/20/82
9681/60/0T Iax1ed sleyd Iax1ed Heqly 006T/0T/ST
N & 4 0@
L /R SN o ® S /R N o
o%wo& ® o%o ° & 5 /& & &

Page 22



Brize Norton and World War One

The key information for each of those who attended the school
and subsequently fell in battle is given below:

Marcus Timms 22/08/1892
Albert Wilkins 12/02/1893
William Garratt 25/08/1892
Arthur Faulkner 14/02/1895
Howell John Powell 11/12/1893
Thomas William Powel 11/02/1895
George Faulkner 02/04/1894
James Upstone 22/09/1895
William Parker 24/02/1889
Percy Timms 18/09/1898

Thus, so far, we have found 12 of the 18 who fell in the school
register. Those absent include Charles Henry Archer, Albert
Edward Blackwell, Harold and John Castle, Henry Frederick
Godwin and Frank Lock.

The admission register combined with the census information

will aid the identification of others who fought in WW1. This is
the subject of Chapter 10.
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Chapter 3 - Who was eligible to fight?

At the beginning of 1914 the British Army had a reported a
strength of 710,000 men including reserves, of which around
80,000 were regular troops ready for war. By the end of World
War One almost 1in 4 of the total male population of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland had joined up, over five
million men. Of these men, 2.67 million joined as Volunteers and
2.77 million as conscripts (although some volunteered after
conscription was introduced and would most likely have been
conscripted anyway). Monthly recruiting rates for the army
varied dramatically.

Before conscription for WW1 recruits

were volunteers often attracted by
I recruitment campaigns — the lure of

service life or the actions of peers.

: i Conscription during First World War
2 i began when the British government
- passed the Military Service Act in 1916.

_ The act specified that single men aged 18

8 U to 45 years old were liable to be called up
- for military service unless they were

JOIN YOUR GOUNTRY'S ARMY! ~ widowed with children or ministers of a

religion. There was a system of Military

Service Tribunals to adjudicate upon claims for exemption upon

the grounds of performing civilian work of national importance,

domestic hardship, health, and conscientious objection. The law

went through several changes before the war ended. Married men

were exempt in the original Act, although this was changed in

June 1916. The age limit was also eventually raised to 51 years
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old. Recognition of work of national importance also diminished,
and in the last year of the war there was some support for the
conscription of clergy. Conscription lasted until mid-1919.

A more detailed account can be found in the Appendix.

An analysis of the population of Brize Norton from the 1911
Census shows the age structure and therefore who became
eligible to fight Note that the 15 - 18 year group would have been
over 18 by 1914.

Male Male | Female Female

under over | under Ilzgnjaslg over | Totals
15 50 18 50
92 84 90 94 65 533

An analysis of the male population between the ages of 15 and 50
in 1911 is given in the breakdown in the chart overleaf. One can
move the date line forward by 3 years to show the numbers in
1914 at the start of the war.

Overall the numbers who could have fought was a small
percentage of the population of Brize Norton (just under 20
percent). But you need to take account of the different ages for
conscription.

If we examine the ages of those who died we can count their
number in relation to the numbers in their age group within the
village. This shows what a relatively large proportion of each age
group died. This must have had a devastating effect on the
village.
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Males in Brize Norton (1911)

w
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>

Numbers

This can only be an approximation as the population will have
changed in the three years from March 2011 and the start of
WW1. Also some of those we commemorate may not have been
living in Brize in 1911 even though they were born there.

The specific ages of those who served and died during the war can
be found in Chapter 3.

If we look at the individuals concerned we can see precisely how
the various age groups were affected. A whole generation (10
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years) of men in their prime were affected, and overall 34% died

in the war.
AGEIN 1914 | NUMEER IAGE | FALLER TILAGE T percEnTAGE
18 3 1 33%
19 7 1 14%
20 7 1 14%
21 10 2 20%
22 3 3 100%
23 3 2 67%
24 1 1 100%
25 8 2 25%
26 3 2 67%
27 2 1 25%
36 2 1 50%
TOTALS 53 18 34%
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Chapter 4 - Those who fought and died

The easiest to track down are those who fought in WW1 and who died and
are commemorated on our war memorial and in cemeteries run by the
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC). We can start with these

and they are listed here in alphabetical order.

Name Died Aged Memorial at
Charles Henry
Archer 16/05/1915 36 Le Touret
Ernest Bellenger 05/07/1916 26 Thievpval
Albert Edward .
Blackwell 25/04/1917 23 Salonika
Harold Castle 22/06/1917 29 Vendhuile
John Castle 23/01/1918 29 Pozieres
Arthur Faulkner 08/08/1917 22 Mendinghem
Albert Edward
Faulkner 03/05/1917 25 Arras
William Joseph
Garratt 06/08/1915 22 Helles
Henry Frederick
Godwin 25/09/1915 19 Loos
Frank Lock 07/10/1917 26 Brize Norton
Edwin John Miles 24/05/1918 28 Robecq
William Edward ,
Parker 15/08/1918 29 Noordvijk
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Name Died Aged Memorial at
Thomas W .
Powell 24/11/1918 25 Brize Norton
Marcus John
Timms 27/04/1916 24 Souchez
Percival L Timms 28/05/1918 19 La Ville Aux Bois
Jack S Upstone 10/09/1917 23 Rouen
Edward Wilkins 28/09/1916 29 Rouen
Albert J Wilkins 28/04/1917 24 Roeux

An account for each of the fallen is given below.

Page 30



Brize Norton and World War One

Our First World War Dead
Private CHARLES HENRY ARCHER (Charlie)

Army reservist called up before the First World War.

9945, 2nd Bn., Oxon and Bucks Light Infantry see page 163
who died age 36 on 16 May 1915.
Charles had fought previously in A
India and South Africa. (See page %,
185).

Son of Edwin Archer, of Brize
Norton; husband of Ellen Archer, of
Field View, Brize Norton. See page

75

He left a wife and five children.

Remembered with honour at LE
TOURET MEMORIAL see page 124 Photo Circa 1900

He has no known grave.

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - On the Army Reserve
he worked as a railway ganger. We kids respected him: if he
said “Stop that you boys!” we stopped it — and a back-answer
would bring a back-hander. Called up before the War he was
killed in May ‘15 leaving a wife and five children, some still live
in Brize. That spring my elder brother David, commissioned by
the University in the Gunners, was trekking to the Arras front
when an infantry battalion “fell” out to let David’s battery

Page 31



Brize Norton and World War One

through. Suddenly David became aware of an infantryman half
waving, half saluting and wholly grinning — it was Charlie!
Dave only had time to give him a handshake and the old tag,
“Keep thee yed down, Charlie, even if thee cassint thee fat
backside, cheerio boy!” “Cheerio Dave!”. He had stripes up
David thought.

Charles' WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards show that he was
awarded the Victory, British War and the 15 Star medals.

Corps, | Rank Regtl. Ko
HaF & Bodold ke | aduz
Aocw e p JHiIE—— il i
Chayg
Meadal - ltall. Page
Vierony t/fo‘(o'(b g2
BRITISH i e o |
WS i@l 1 (Wil A
1 i "*’fﬂ-:":&k/_
sty | Bl = 15 «
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Lance Corporal ERNEST BELLENGER (Nickut)

Ernest was married to Cathleen Wilkins and had two children
(Frank and Arthur). He was a milker on a farm.

18050, 1st Bn, Wiltshire Regiment see page 181
died aged 26 (DOB 12/03/1890) during the battle of the Somme
on 05 July 1916. (See page 185).

Son of Henry and Elizabeth Bellenger of Burford Road, Brize
Norton. See page 77

Remembered with honour
THIEPVAL MEMORIAL see page 151

He has no known grave.

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - “Nickut” (nicknames
are often due to infantile mispronunciations) enlisted in the
“Oxon and Bucks” like most Norton chaps. He was always
captain of Upstrit teams and was leader of us choir boys.
"Nickut” was three years older than I. He worked at Kilkenny
Farm and sometimes helped his dad quarrying on the latter's
Liberal Government‘s famous “small-holding”. Nick married
the belle of the village and had two children. A couple of years
ago his grandson won an exhibition at the academically select
Balliol College.
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Ernest' WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards show that he was awarded
the Victory, British War and the 15 Star medals.

r
i Campnig?:m 191 4 .i 5 (A) Where decoration mmad, ‘I
{ (B} Present, situntion.
Home t Carps Rank || Reg No-|
WBELLneER it e B0\ e G B 129
& e e et
(B) g
Action taken |
! e o
i o v, Gl
i SE
| QUALIFYING DATE, A
(634 49 W234—HP5090 600,000 4018 HWV(P240] K08 [Ovse.
RASEERE Y G T i ke IDRROVIET 50 L NSRRI NS R

Page 34



Brize Norton and World War One

Private ALBERT EDWARD BLACKWELL (Bert)

Bert worked for the Great Western
Railway, and was based at Garnant with

the Signals Department, but entrained for e
Swindon after the outbreak of war, where 5
he enlisted into the Royal Army Medical

Corps. Albert was posted to Salonika on
7th January 1917, where he became
attached to the 79th Company, Machine
Gun Corps, which was part of the 27th
Division. Albert became ill and died in
Salonika of myelitis (see report that
follows).

88338, Royal Army Medical Corps see page 166
attd. 79th Coy., Machine Gun Corps
who died age 23 on 25 May 1917. (See page 186).

Son of William and Emily Blackwell (nee Woodley) of Brize
Norton. See page 80

Remembered with honour SALONIKA (LEMBET ROAD)
MILITARY CEMETERY see page 148

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Bert was a kid to me.
He and his dad ran a coal yard. Bert was also odd-job man at
Mr Nesbit’s Lower Haddon Farm which is in Bampton though
seemingly in Brize. Bert wasn’t married. (Mr Nesbit's only son,
Murray Nesbit, a friend of my younger brother was killed in the
War). Bert joined the Royal Army Service Corps and was killed
in the Salonica big stunt of 1917.
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Alberts' WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards show that he was awarded
the Victory and British War medals.

Albert's WW1 service records show he signed up on 14th June
1915 in Swindon. He was living at Lower Hadden Farm. There is
a medical report from No 28 General Hospital in Salonika
(overleaf)

Albert's mother had to sign for his effects:
Pipe, knife & fork, ? book, correspondence, pouch, identity disc,

?, cigarette lighter, crucifix, penknife, cigarette case, comb,
testament, wallet, pencil, mirror and case.
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6. JUL 1517

Report on 1llnssg resulting in thg death of Ko,

BBIZE Pia ELADKWELL Am
T Y

e S

The above-menticned 80ldior was admitt

#d to No B8 Genersl Hoapital
on 12/5/17, suffering

Tro= myelitie {acute 2scending),

He gave a Blastory of & dayg "tingling in tne lowar 1imbg®

Tollowed suddenly by complets lom
hie lege, and ha was admitted ta Hoapital.

f":s-n 8dmiselon all reflexes in lLower lizbe abeent, Tha
Eradually progresssd ending in completa

and to a
lagn axtent in hig arme ,

8 of power in

sonditicone

Paralysis of %11 Tusoles
up te the upper intercostals, with fallurg

implication of the phrenis narve.
Qeapdified

of respiration dus to the

L
that the disesss was contrascted an active service.

I-:-'.Ll {-,ME‘,.!' ¥
Oaptain,n.a.u.b.,
Regletrar,

4=7=17, for 0.0. 28 General Hoapital.
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Private HAROLD CASTLE

He enlisted in the Oxford Yeomanry but as a farmer could have
been exempt.

2979, 285583, Queen’s Own Oxfordshire Hussars see page 165
who died age 29 on 22 June 1917. (See page 187).

Son of Edward and Mary Anne Castle, of The Manor House, Brize
Norton. See page 81

Remembered with honour UNICORN CEMETERY, VENDHUILE
see page 155

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Harold and Jack
Castle - enlisted in the Oxford Yeomanry. They were killed in
France in 1918 but not at the same time. Neither was married.
They worked on their father*s six hundred acre Manor Farm,
Christ Church College, Oxford, being the landlord. Their father
took the farm over from his father-in-law Mr Worley (the
latter's father and he were Vicar’s Warden consecutively for
nearly a hundred years.) The Castle boys never mixed with us
villagers except to grunt “ How do” shyness maybe. They never
came to our village socials and dances as did their sisters. I fell
desperately in love with Miss Nora who took the younger kids in
Sunday School. She lent me books e.g. “The Count of Monte
Cristo!” I was too shy to fetch them. Tom, my brother, did but
charged me a halfpenny a-time. Mr Castle was a first class
farmer but a bit of a tartar. He was always on horseback. We
wondered whether he went to bed on horseback. He made Dad
give up his handful of chickens because they strayed into Little
Garson’s meadow. In the shade of the elms and withies some of
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us kids during the holidays were one day mucking about on
Garson'’s little stone bridge. Stretched full length I was feeling for
trout in the holes of the bridge when someone shouted “Here
comes ol’ devil Castle!” They all, except Tom and me, skedaddled
over the stone stile and onto the road. (Tom my young brother
was fourteen months younger than I and as big). I sat up and
looked to see if he were bunking. No! not he and so not I though
my heart beat a bit. Master Castle cantered towards us
cracking his long thonged whip like mad. Again I looked at Tom,
there was still time to beat it, he was calmly chewing the white
stalk of a blade of grass. Master Castle pulled his nag “Dick ”
almost on its gaunches just short of us and shouted, “What the
devil are you doing trespassing on my land?” “Nothing Maaster
Castle, please,” pleaded. “Well don’t do it, and clear off!” He
pulled Dick round and cleared off himself. “Well I be blowed!” I
gasped. “What else could he do?” laughed Tom.

Farmer Mr Castle on his horse, Elderbank Cottage, and ‘Benny’s Field"
(all fields locally had names but no one had any idea as to who ‘Benny’ was).

Harold's WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards show that he was
awarded the Victory and the British War medals.
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Harold had two regimental numbers

A man would generally enlist once - and be given a service
number - or army number - on joining his regiment. If he joined
another regiment he would be given a different number. It is
possible, as with his brother John, Harold transferred from The
Oxon & Bucks Light Infantry.

L

_/’/‘;4,7-&( /

N
%y
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Private JOHN CASTLE (Jack)

Enlisted in the Oxford Yeomanry with his brother Harold, he also
could have been exempt as he worked on his father's farm.

2002, 285251, Queen’s Own Oxfordshire Hussars see page 165
who died age 29 on 23 March 1918. (See page 187).

Son of Edward and Mary Anne Castle, of The Manor, Brize
Norton. See page 83

Remembered with honour POZIERES MEMORIAL, SOMME see
page 136

The Manor House
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H J Powell remembers him in his memoir about Harold and
Jack Castle (see the entry for Harold Castle)

John's WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards show that he was awarded
the Victory, the British War and the 14 Star medals.

John also had two regimental numbers

It is possible, as with his brother Harold, John
transferred from The Oxon & Bucks Light
Infantry.
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Private ALBERT EDWARD FAULKNER (Bert or Swinny)
Albert was an under-carter at Manor Farm working for Mr Castle.

16687, 5th Bn., Oxon and Bucks Light Infantry see page 163 who
died age 25 (DOB 30/12/1891) on 03 May 1917. He died of his
wounds. (See page 188).

Son of Frederick and Bertha Ellen Faulkner, of Brize Norton. See
page 84

Remembered with honour ARRAS MEMORIAL see page 110

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - “Bert” “Swinny”. Bert
was the best all-rounder I ever came across in class, work or in
play: he had a greased-lightning flick from cover-point
comparable to Jack Hobbs’s (as M.O. later to the Surrey Cricket
Club for umpteen years I reckoned them equal). Bert was
under-carter to good old Fred Field at Manor Farm (Fred kept
wicket without gloves and close up! With his trombone he timed
the Chapel Band ). Bert was a crack builder of loads, high ones,
and his ploughed furrows were straight as a die. The ten farm
cart horses loved him and would nose into his big pockets for a
lump of sugar, and if disappointed would snort like a trumpet in
one of Bert’s ear-holes. Bert was killed before he had time to be
recommended for a commission. My youngest sister, a V.A.D. in
France wrote what perfect manners “Bert” had and - O - how
she wished her dear brothers had too! The cheeky kid! I wrote
and asked her if she remembered how, when a snivelling brat of
seven she was ticked off by the then parson’s wife for not
curtsying, how the good lady made her curtsy six times, and
how the little wretch stuck her tongue out behind that good
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lady’s back as she went away proud of her good deed! But I
picture ol‘ Bert best as a kid sliding on Manor pond, hands
nonchalantly in his trouser pockets, his feet, close together,
doing the “Cobblers Knock” - the toes and heel of one foot
alternately tapping the ice. Then at the end of the slide with one
foot stationary the other cut a semicircle on the ice- the white
“Rasher of Bacon” the while my arms would be flapping like
sails and my feet feet apart.

Albert's war medal cards show he was awarded the Victory,
British War and the 15 Star medals.
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Acting Bombardier ARTHUR FAULKNER (Art)

Arthur was a village boy, a farm horseman who then joined the
police force in Birmingham before the war.

207205, 156th Heavy Bty., Royal Garrison Artillery see page 168
who died aged 22 (DOB 14/02/1895) on 08 August 1917. (See

page 190).

Son of Agnes Faulkner, brought up by grandparents John and
Eliza of Station Road, Brize Norton. See page 85.

Remembered with honour MENDINGHEM MILITARY
CEMETERY see page 131

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Granny’s and
Grampy’s grandson lived with them till he joined the
Brummagem police. He had a relative there. Even as a kid Art
had this slow measured tread of a policeman due perhaps to
having to wear his Grampy’s cast off hob-nailed boots: but
almost all of us had to wear cast-offs in some form. Tom and Art
hit it off well. Art was never one to chuck his weight and words
about and one waited to hear what he had to say. I think of him,
Tom and me harvesting up in “Sixty Acres" (name not a
measure, Carterton is sprouting over it now-a-days). Except for
the ousting of the sickle by the scythe, harvesting as we knew it
at the turn of the century differed but little from that in Ruth’s
time in the Old Testament, “She gleaned in the field after the
reapers-" In “Sixty Acres” each labourer was allotted an acreage
of corn to scythe; kids made bonds, and a woman with a bond
tied sufficient of the swath to make a sheaf. Art taught Tom and
me how to make bonds: enough corn stalks were grasped in
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each hand close to the ears of corn and the two were twisted and
than intertwined and Bob was your uncle. The old people
“shocked” the sheaves. I felt cocky when later I took loaded
waggons to the rickyard and then the empty waggons back to
the cornfield. When the last sheaves and rakings were carted
away villagers were allowed to leaze (glean) there. But the best
job was riding the for’est horse pulling the binder. We boys were
paid four bob a week. What I remember best is, wacked to the
world, we would go and bathe in the lovely Cuckoo Pen withy
surrounded and stanked to five foot: the lovely Cuckoo Pen
buried this many a year neath the concreted runway! I was knee
high to a harvest bug (I not yet breeched) when the one horsed
reaper appeared. Our age was to see epoch making
development in harvesting. That reaper had two sails which
swept the cut corn into swaths. The elevater came next. Then the
binder turned up before the first war. Pulled by three horses or
two it cut the corn, tied it into sheaves and then chucked the
sheaves out. Finally around the end of the First World War
arrived the majestic petrol driven combine which cut the corn,
threshed it and poured the grain into sacks or into a truck. The
valuable tractor was introduced about the some time. We kids
also saw the last of “broad casting” seed by hand, and the last of
“Rook Starving” with a rattle so frightening birds away from
sown seed. The automatic gun does this nowadays. But O my
Blossom! O my Jewel of long ago! And “Swinny” with their
sugar! And Art! Art’s death nearly killed poor old Gran.
Fortunately her nursing kept her busy. There was no State nurse
as yet. Gran was not hospital trained, but trained by Life.
Common sense was her stand-by. Her sandy hair and lively
smiling eyes made her forty not seventy. She was full of old
sayings, e.g. “You never see an old fat man!” “Feed a cold starve
a fever”, “Lazy gel” (delayed labour ). She and her house were as
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clean as two pins. She always smelt of freshly ironed clothes
airing in the sun. Our mother died when I was ten: Gran kept an
eye on us I have since realised. Art and Tom were her favourites.
She would have been terribly upset had she known that
unwittingly she had shown it. But honestly we others didn’t
mind because we were all her favourites really. She lived to over

ninety.

Arthur's war medal cards show he was awarded the Victory and

Name.
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Arthur had two regimental numbers, suggesting
that he transferred to the Royal Garrison Artillery possibly from
the Oxon and Bucks Light Infantry.
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Private WILLIAM JOSEPH GARRATT (Bill)
He worked as a horseman on a farm.

9983, 17292, 2nd Bn., Hampshire Regiment see page 170 who
died age 22 (DOB 25/08/1892) on 06 August 1915 at Gallipoli,
Turkey. (See page 191).

Son of William and Annie Garratt, of Brize Norton. See page 86.
Remembered with honour HELLES MEMORIAL see page 118

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - No orisons from me -
Bill wouldn’t want them. We were in the some standards
together at school, and together till teacher separated us for Bill
and I saw the same sorts of things. While still at school Bill
played ‘OOmpah in the Shilton Band of which his dad was
bandmaster. George his young brother played in the band too.
The Garratts lived at Lingermans the farthest north of Norton’s
houses. Shilton was not much farther away than Norton church.
The band practised in the Club Room of the “Rose and Crown” in
Shilton. Bill was late for practise one evening, they were playing
“Men of Harlech’, Bill rushed in bellowing, “Wonderful! Come
outside and listen to it!” And some of them put their instruments
on the floor and went outside to listen: Bill all over! Most
Saturday nights Bill and I and sometimes Bert Wilkins and Tom
biked into Witney to give the Witney wenches a treat but my
thatch-like hair stood no chance with Bill’s curly quiff. We
aways got our literature then. Bill “The Boys Realm” and I “The
Magnet” (price ha’penny ) and we swapped over on Wednesday.
One time it started to rain on our way to Witney so we sheltered
under a tree. Already there was a la-di-da bloke there. He at
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once started to grumble about the weather. Bill at once put on
his big bumpkin look (easy as pet for him ) and spluttered “ Oh I
dwunt know, Maister, any weather be better nor no weather at
all!” The bloke couldn’t fathom this, trance-like he mounted his
bike and sloped off. No farm work for Bill. He enlisted some
time before the First World War almost certainly in the band (in
those early days bandsmen were stretcher bearers). And no one
seemed to know what Bill was in! He was killed at the
Dardenelles.

William's medal records show that he was awarded the Victory,
British War and 15 Star Medals
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William had two regimental numbers - first when
he joined the Oxon and Bucks Light Infantry and
then when he transferred to the Hampshire
Regiment.
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Private HENRY FREDERICK GODWIN

13116, 2nd Bn., Oxon and Bucks Light Infantry see page 163 who
died age 19 on 25 September 1915. (See page 187).

Son of Cornelius and Frances Mary Godwin, of Woodside,
Burford. See page 87.

Remembered with honour LOOS MEMORIAL see page 128
He has no known grave.

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - “Oxon and Bucks."
He was single. Before the war he worked for Mr Hoskins at
Kilkenny Farm. He lodged at that rose-smothered cottage which
bordered the then bridle track to Rock Farm soon to become
Carterton with its galvanized little freehold bungalows at fifty
quid a time! He was reported “Missing believed killed” and later
“Killed”.

Henry's medal card shows he was awarded the Victory, British
War and 15 Star medals.
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Private FRANK LOCK

Born at Brize Norton. He enlisted, was badly wounded, gassed
and developed tuberculosis.

20598, Grenadier Guards see page 160 who died age 26 on 07
October 1917. (See page 196).

Son of John and Mary A. Lock, of South View, Carterton. See
page 88.

Remembered with honour BRIZE NORTON (ST. BRITIUS)
CHURCHYARD EXTENSION see page 113

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Frank was after my
time. I was prep teaching in wonderful London. I had met him
when he was helping his father run “The Axe” (The Carpenter
Arms). Mr Lock took over from Mr Drinkwater before the War.
Addle yeaded “ foreigners guffawed their yeads off at
“Drinkwater" keeping a pub. It meant another drink and
laughter. On the quiet it paid! Frank enlisted in the Grenadiers
Guards and was badly wounded. Unfortunately he developed
tuberculosis, a killer in those days. The double fight was too
much for him.

Frank's war medal record shows he was awarded the Victory,
British War and 15 Star medals.
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The medal index cards and medal rolls refer to
codes that tell in which theatre of war the soldier
first served after leaving his native shore.

There was a further award, the Silver War Badge

(SWB). This was strictly not a medal, but a badge which was
given to servicemen who had been released from active service
under para 392 (xvi) of King's Regulations because of wounds or
sickness.
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Sergeant EDWIN JOHN MILES (Ted)

He worked on a farm before working in
Barnes shop.

1052, 200040, 2nd/4th Bn., Oxon and
Bucks Light Infantry see page 163 who
died age 28 (DOB 30/06/1890) on 24
May 1918. (See page 196).

Son of George and Flora Miles, of Brize
Norton. See page 90.

Remembered with honour ST.
VENANT-ROBECQ ROAD BRITISH
CEMETERY, ROBECQ see page 143

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Ted’s mother was
Charlie Archer’s sister A widow she married a widower - none
other than dear old John Luckett. John was Dad’s foreman on
the roads. John always had grin for us kids and a humbug in
one of his hands for us to choose which , but we had a sweet
anyroad. Early Saturday mornings we would take Mrs Luckett’s
cake to Barnes’s bakehouse and fetch it when done - what a
lovely smell was there! She always gave us a slice apiece of the
last cake. She was a dear and so was John’s second wife, but we
couldn’t very well mention that slice of cake. Ted always looked
spick and span. He worked in Barnes’s who sold everything
under the sun from corduroys - even the smelly ones - to kids
toys, from candles to sandals, everything. At the end of the
counter there were half a dozen sacks of currants and a big box
of broken biscuits. When our hands hung down they accidental
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of a purpose touched one or other and it was a watchful battle
between - well - us kids and Ted. For a time Ted worked at
Henley. Ted had a beautiful new bike, first of its kind, the tyres
weren'’t solid but pneumatic and a brake on the front wheel and
a lovely sounding bell - beautiful! - Ted was in the Territiorials
sometime before the War. Nobody seemed to know his rank. I
wouldn’t mind betting he was comissioned.

Edwin's war medal card shows he was awarded the Victory,
British War and 15 Star medals
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He had two regimental numbers.

Two articles in the Witney Gazette are very
poignant:
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- From the Witney Gazette, Saturday June 15th 1918
Death

Miles' - killed in action in France, 200040 Sgt. EJ.Miles, of the
2/4 Oxon and Bucks Lt. Inf, eldest and beloved son of Flora and
George Miles, Burwell Cottages, Witney. —

God giveth his beloved sheep
- From the Witney Gazette, Saturday June 22nd 1918

Death of Serg. E J Miles- we regret to announce the death of Serg.
E J Miles, of Burwell, which took place in France on May 24th.
He went on active service some time ago, and was subsequently
invalided home. On recovering he retumed to France where he
met his death. He was the grandson of Mr Archer of Brizenorton,
and he is the seventh member of that family to fall in the war. The
deceased was an excellent soldier, and the following letters show
how popular he was with both officers and men:- “Oxon and
Bucks Light Infantry, France.

Dear Mrs Miles, I write to condole with you in the sad death of
your son and express my sympathy with you in the loss.
Serg.Miles had served a great many months with me in France.
When he joined the Battalion I at once recognised him as one of
my old comrades of 1915. Few men wearing sergeants stripes
could have joined this Battalion with a better record behind him.
I regret most extremely that he should have been killed; his loss
to the Battalion is great. Yours sincerely G.K. Rose,

Major,2nd in command. -
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Leading Seaman WILLIAM EDWARD PARKER

He joined the Navy before the war and went down with his ship
when it was sunk in the North Sea.

J/54290, H.M.S. “Scott.”, Royal Navy see page 172 who died age
29 (DOB 24/02/1885) on 15 August 1918. (See page 198).

Son of Charles and Mary Ann Parker, of Brize Norton. See page
94.

Remembered with honour NOORDWIJK GENERAL CEMETERY
see page 134

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Some four years
older than I, Bill was in the Navy, and was in it before the War,
being soon a leading seaman. What I remember most about him
was his kindness and he didn’t swear - well not much. I liked
him. Somehow I don’t think he liked Norton. He
went down with the ship, HMS Scott, when it was
sunk in the North Sea, 1917. Why did I feel sorry
for Bill?

William's war medal card doesn't come up in
ancestry.com but forces-war-records indicates that
William was awarded the Victory and British War
medals
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Captain THOMAS W POWELL MC (Tom)
A London prep school teacher who enlisted in the London TA.

2439, London Regiment, Welsh Regiment see page 182 and The
Royal Tank Corps see page 174 who died aged 25 (11/02/1895)
on 24 November 1918. (See page 199).

Son of David & Britannia Powell of The Limes, Brize Norton. See
page 96.

Remembered with honour BRIZE NORTON (ST. BRITIUS)
CHURCHYARD EXTENSION see page 113

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Tom and I were as
big friends as we were brothers. I was fourteen months the
elder. Full grown Tom lacked half inch to six foot and I half inch
to him. Mate could be awk’ard as the divil. The following two
instances were Tom to the “T”: due to begin at the Grammar
School in the September Tom was dead set on his butty, Bill
Hollis, going there with him as he reckoned no kid would know
as well or as fast as Bill how many beans make five! So Tom and
Bill waylaying school boss tackled him, “please Sir, we want Bill
to take the exam for a free place at the Grammar School and for
you to cram him for the three weeks, please Sir - ” “What utter
nonsense and colossal cheek! Besides he hasn’t a ghost of - ”
“Right, Sir!” “Tom exclaimed,” “I shall write to the Prime
Minister and the Duke of Marlborough and let them know
young Bill is being done out of his disserts!” There was silence
until Tom moving away spoke “come Bill”. Quaking, school boss
caved in, “Steady on Tom, half a mo! I'll start on Bill tomorrow
6.30" "Thank you, Sir!" and Bill passed! The second instance;
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wonderful. Witney Feast. Tom, fifteen, studied the Boxing Booth
and its notices “ Stand up for three rounds and earn five bob
against a pro.” Tom muttered, “ Easy as pie. ‘Money for Jam!”
The pro lost his grin in the second round the same time Tom’s
eye closed. But he won his five bob! Being short of spondulicks -
later I asked him to lend me a bob. “ Righto, you, but I shall
charge sixpence interest." Another characteristic of his - he
always counted his pennies and named them one by one.

John, for whom we worked in the holidays, asked Tom to join
him in partnership on his farm on leaving school. But Tom
preferred to paint London red with me after school. We didn’t
teach in the same prep school (seventy pounds a year and keep ).
Like eighty percent of Nortoners we hadn’t been to London nor
like them had we seen the sea. We soon put that to rights. We
took our gels on one of those Sunday excursions three bob return
to Brighton. My Louisette was a lovely little French gel and as
smart as they made um; Tom’s Vivienne was a smart big wench
with some spare avoir du pois. They worked in Paquins of Paris,
London branch in Mount Street off Park Lane. We first met them
one glorious June Sunday evening when listening to the Guard’s
glorious band in Hyde Park. Later in strolling in the Park we
came to the railings bordering one of the footpaths. I picked
Louisette up and gently threw her over to Tom and Tom threw
her back to me she giggling with glee. Then pretending to be
cross she made me hold her little mirror for her, but sometimes
her eyes slipped past her mirror to search mine. I think the -
metaphorically - cow-dung on my boots and the straw in my
hair intrigued her but soon we got to like each other a lot. She
spoke English very well. I did French for London Matric but my
spoken French was laughable. I am everlastingly grateful to her
for the gentle way she for instance taught me how to help a lady
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onto a bus or off: there weren’t no busses running from Nortons'
Ting Tang Lane to her Park Lane. Tom got on fine with Vivi, she
was almost his height. But she objected to his smacking her
behind.

The war was declared. The girls had to go back to Paris. We saw
them off. Louisette cried and cried and I nearly did. We
promised to write. Vivi too cried and didn’t mind at all now
Tom’s patting her behind. We waved and waved and so did they
- till the end.

Sad I went home. Tom was catching a later train as he wanted
to say ta-ta to one of the girl teachers. When I got home Dad
looked anxious but said nothing. When Tom arrived back I took
him to the parlour and getting him to put his hand on the big
family bible made him say after me ," I hereby swear by
almighty God that whatever happens to me I will not go back to
teaching."Bernard Shaw said “He who can’t -teaches!” David
came home next day. He was getting through his university a
commission in the “Gunners®. Tom and I were enlisting in the
London Territorials so as to get our evenings off in London! Tom
was for the 24th County of London Territorials, Kennington, a
tough crowd. Now, I was calming down after a severe attack of
post Impressionists painting shared enjoyably with the
knowledgeable Louisette: I for the “Artist’s Rifles”, the Twenty
Eight County of London , its H.Q. in Bloomsbury. They were a
crack crowd and no mistake! Within three weeks Tom’s Colonel
recommended him for a commission. At the same time “The
Artists” clamped down on letting chaps go for commissions.
David advised me to ask for a week’s leave and sit for the next
entrance exam into Sandhurst. I was successful. I told Tom to do
the same. “ No!” He was emphatic, “ the damned war will be
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over. I want to see what it is like.” In no time David was in
France. In no time I would be passing out of Sandhurst and no
longer a “Gentleman Cadet”. In no time Tom, a second
lieutenant, had joined the 9th Battalion The Welsh Regiment,
Jjust before the big battle of Loos, and in no time Tom was being
recommended for the Victoria Cross!

I possess a letter written to Tom by his Colonel in which he
commiserates with Tom on his not having been awarded the
Victoria Cross. “ In the eyes of this Division you earned it, Tom”.
Unfortunately the battle of Loos was a colossal failure, many
senior officers were sent home including the
Commander-in-Chief. The Boche knew all our plans for Loos!
Tom’s battalion was in the front line of attack. Almost at the last
minute zero hour was postponed for an hour. The tragedy was
Tom's brigade never got the new order! Our guns dropped their
barrage on the German wire which our men were struggling
through. They found the thick German barb wire was almost
intact and our wire cutters almost useless: a terrible
slaughtering resulted! Tom with Sergeant Williams and eleven
men got a good footing in the Boche front line and terrific hand
to hand fighting took place.

(Afterwards Tom got leave and came to see me at Clock House
Hospital on the Chelsea Embankment at my first wounding.
This account of his I wrote down immediately afterwards. Some
of the bloodier details I have omitted). One screaming Boche did
a belly-flop onto Tom’s bayonet, he preferred a rifle to a
revolver! It was like pitching over a waggon a heavy sodden
bolten of straw. There was no sleep at all. The Boches’s very
lights made night light. We rarely used them. The crowd to go
through Tom’s lot never materialised. Sergeant Williams was
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wounded but refused to leave - good man. After two bloody days
and nights they were reduced to himself, Sergt. Williams and
three men. Tom sneaked out to shift a pile of dead Boche that
obstructed our line of fire. He morsed back that he was running
out of ammunition, of water and grub. He reckoned 43 dead
Germans - not all his killing of course.

Almost all his men had chucked back Boche grenades but
Walters had been unlucky. Tom had orders to retire; he
promised his helpless wounded they would be fetched.

The old front line was smashed to hell. No officer remained. Tom
took over. There were 23 of “C” company left. Concertina
barbed wire was put out at the double and doubled. Still no
sleep. Dig in! First counter attack beaten off! He and Sergt.
Williams in turn fetched in the badly wounded men as promised.
Williams was hit again and swearing like a trooper! Tom found
a bullet jammed in his Sam Brown buckle. (Officers still wore
officer’s kit in battle! Loos changed that stupidity). After two
days they were relieved.

Tom’s captaincy of “C” company was confirmed. Eventually he
received one of the first Military Crosses, Sergt. Williams got the
DSM and three of the grand boys a Military Medal each!

Tom was chosen for the Hush! Hush! tanks and soon
commanded a company of them. Meanwhile I had been
wounded a second time and evacuated home. I married my
precious V.A.D. who nursed me the first time I caught out. Tom
wangled leave to be my best man. We had spent the night before
putting the world to rights. We swore this time that whatever
happened, we would go in for medicine after the war. Next
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morning we went to Guy’s Hospital and he registered there, then
over to St. Mary‘s Hospital where I registered. We would
become doctors though God alone knew how! Buy a taxi with
our gratuities and do night work in turn. Soon we were sitting
in the church waiting when the divil frightened me to death with
“Has’t got the ring, you?”

Panic strickened I protested “1 gave it thee breakfast time

damned thee!” “Don’t swear in church, you!” The divil had it of

course! That was the last time I was ever to see him. At Cambrai

one of his tanks stalled. He got out of his to examine it and got

gassed. In England they discovered that his heart had

endocarditis ( inflamation). What chance had he at all against
that flu epidemic.
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Military Cross

Instituted on 28th December 1914 the Military
Cross (M.C.) is the third level military decoration
awarded to Officers. This decoration was awarded
to Thomas William Powell for an act or acts of
exemplary gallantry during active operations
against the enemy.

Thomas William Powell,as an owner of the
Military Cross, is entitled to use the letters M.C.
after his name. Citations for the M.C. were
published in the London Gazette during the Great
War. However if the M.C. was a King’s Birthday or
New Year award, details were not published and in
most cases will not be available.

Award Details: King's Birthday Honour List
Gazette Info: 5576
Gazette Date: 03/06/1916
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Lance Corporal MARCUS JOHN TIMMS (Young Mark or
Jack)

16691, 5th Bn., Oxon and Bucks Light Infantry see page 163 who
died aged 24 (DOB 22/08/1892) on 27 April 1916. (See page
200).

Son of Mark and Annie Timms (nee Faulkner) of Station Road,
Brize Norton. See page 98.

Remembered with honour CABARET-ROUGE BRITISH
CEMETERY, SOUCHEZ see page 114

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - "Young Mark", after
his dad was as good a cricketer as his cousin “Swinny ”. Any
two people in Norton those days were cousins. Jack was fast left
hander and a good inside forward (between the Wars for two
summers the village cricket team was composed solely of
Timms). “Young Leaky “ after his dad was as good a bowler as
his dad. He survived the War as a sergeant and with a D.C.M.
Jack had worked with Mr Harry Smith our butcher. They did
say Mr Smith made his money mostly from “crock" meat that is
by bleeding dying animals. (Art his son, made a fortune in his
big emporium on Tooting Broadway). Another to survive the
First World War was Jack’s elder brother Sergeant Bert Timms,
The Grenadier Guards. For a while I was gone on one of their
sisters but she preferred a blooming Bam bloke. Bert was the
spit of our terrific Grenadier company instructor at Sandhurst.
Later Bert was to become landlord of the “AXE”. A typical
Norton story emanated from the “AXE”. Two elderly brothers,
local farmers came in one Saturday night after a match. Fred,
the younger, had on a brand new pair of breeches, made of big
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black and white checks, which he kept admiring. At last Bert
said to him, “Fred, get down on thee knees and elbows and let us
have a game of draughts on thee backside!” Up sprang Joe,
Fred’s brother, protesting, “how dare thee insult my brother’s
breeches!”

Marcus's war medal cards show that he was awarded the Victory,
British War and 15 Star medals
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Private PERCIVAL L TIMMS
Worked on Tom Pratt's (Landlord of the Chequers) Farm.

57358, 3rd Bn., Worcestershire Regiment see page 184 who died
age 19 (DOB 18/09/1898) in the Battle of the Aisne on 28 May
1918. (See page 201).

Son of Alfred W. and Kate Timms, of 18, Princess St., Swindon.
Born at Brize Norton. See page 100.

Remembered with honour LA VILLE-AUX-BOIS BRITISH
CEMETERY see page 121

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Perce, a cousin to
Jack, was only a kid in my time and not yet in long trousers.
Boys were “trousered” according to their years and not their size
- a personal grievance to Tom and me. After leaving school he
worked on Tom Pratt’s farm (Tom Pratt kept the Chequers as
well) Perce must have put his age up to join up. He died as he
was being taken to a
Prisoners Camp
hospital. It was his
first trip to France. He
was in the “Oxon and
Bucks”. His father had
a big name as a Cots’ll
stone worker. The
Timms were
essentially masons.
Aggy Dawson lived
with thefamily. She their carts and horses stap at The Chequers public house.

The middle of Brize Norton, from a postcard dated 6 January 1907. Farm workers with
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was a pupil teacher along with one of my sisters. A pupil teacher
was a pupil for half a day and a pupil teacher other half. I have
never forgotten her calling me “the biggest ass in christendom.”
The other kids putting a wrong interpretation on the “ Ass “-
and I was a big chap - laughed their heads off. I didn’t mind
much because her eyes were laughing too. She and my sister
started teaching at twenty pounds a year. Her son has just
retired as Headmaster of Sherborne School, Dorset.
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Private JACK STANLEY UPSTONE

Worked on Tom Pratt's Farm. Killed on his second trip to
France.

16580, 2nd Bn., Oxon and Bucks Light Infantry see page 163 who
died aged 23 (DOB 22/09/1885) on 10 September 1917. (See

page 203).
Son of John and Annie Upstone. See page 102.

Remembered with honour ST. SEVER CEMETERY EXTENSION,
ROUEN see page 145

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Jack. His death hit
me. We had always been butties and in the same standards. He
was a quiet shy chap: you could lead him but never drive him.
Without being asked he would carry a football post, or stumps
and always “Sampson”. The latter was a one piece oak bat
heavy as lead and jarred like blazes. It had been in the village
for generations. Jack worked on Tom Pratt’s farm. In the
County Regiment he was killed on his second trip out. I'll bet he
was as good a soldier as his two brothers Joe and Jim. Joe had
enlisted before the war. He came down home, for our
Whitsuntide wonderful Club Feast, in swanky red coat, blue
trousers - all of it! He hailed me “ Hullo, my little man!” And I
nigh as tall as he and he three years younger “ And thee, hast
come in thee fancy rig-out to do a little rook-staring? ” All the
same Joe survived the war and ended Regimental Sergeant
Major and D.C.M. and Jim survived the war as sergeant and
Military Medal. For years he was the backbone of the County
Cricket Club as seam bowler and an awkward No 7 batsmen. He
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held down a good job at Smith’s blanket factory. But it is of Jack
that I think.

Jack's war medal card shows him as John. He was awarded the
Vistory, British War and 15 Star medals.
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Private ALBERT J WILKINS (Bert)

Helped his dad on the farm and on a covered-in carrier's cart
plying market days between Norton, Witney and Oxford.

5907, 43508, 10th Bn., Lincolnshire Regiment see page 161 who
died age 24 (DOB 12/02/1893) on 28 April 1917. (See page 204).

Son of Charles and Martha Wilkins, of Brize Norton. See page
104.

Remembered with honour ROEUX BRITISH CEMETERY see
page 140

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - Good old stick -
"Bert" and I also passed through the classes together. When we
were in Class III Bert was a mite smit on my youngest sister, but
she told him to save his breath as she intended marrying a duke.
Bert worked hard at home. Not only had Mr Wilkins a small
farm but he also had a covered-in carriers cart plying market
days between Norton and Witney and Norton and Oxford. He
went loaded and came home loaded e.g., he always brought
back a whacking great slab of delicious dripping from Christ
Church College kitchen. We were brought up on that dripping.
Only on Sundays had we bread and butter or jam. The dripping
was tuppence a pound. Barnes’s shop lard was fourpence a
pound; butter tenpence a pound and a dozen boxes of matches
were also a penny three farthings. Almost every house kept a
pig and fowl. Milk was tuppence a pint and beer the same. A
gang of us kids on Saturday mornings would saunter over the
fields and through the ‘nut copse to lonely Cas’ll Farm with its
moats. There whatever the size of our receptacles, Tom’s and
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mine was a smallish bucket, they were all filled with milk for
only a penny each! We had had strict instructions to thank kind
Mrs Joslin. All I remember is that she smiled all the time we
were there. Bert‘s brother Bill and the latter’s sons have farmed
the Manor farm since the thirties. Poor Mr Castle what a loss
Jjust when he could have done with Harold and Jack. Bert was a
dabster at “tots” at school. A “tot” was an enormous addition or
multiplication with some thirty items in pounds shillings and
pence and such! Issued out at 3.30 on Fridays and “go when
done correctly “. Bert would always cough going past me. One
Saturday morning I went up to see if he were coming to Witney
in the evening. There was no telephone then. His sister Liz said
he was up cleaning the pigs out. She came with me to see.” Yes “
she said ” There he is! That’s Bert the one with the cap on! It was
the first time ever I had heard that old chestnut! Any road we
three burst out laughing. And remembering Bert’s roar I laugh
again!

Albert's war medal card shows he was awarded the
Victory and the British War medals.
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il |LIEE Sl dI ol | G . Baghl No. two
- GfLaly G spay |
;;yﬂ(yr%f i ?; M?ZL regimental
el L e | numbers.

Mudal

Page. |

N e s

B

S |--——

Page 72



Brize Norton and World War One

Private EDWARD WILKINS (Ted)

18666, 8th Bn., Royal Berkshire Regiment see page 167 who died
age 29 (DOB 26/11/1886) missing believed killed on the Somme
on 28 September 1916. (See page 205).

Son of Thomas and Elizabeth Wilkins, of Brize Norton. See page
106.

Remembered with honour ST. SEVER CEMETERY, ROUEN see
page 145

H J Powell remembers him in his memoir - "Ted" was the son of
Mr Tom Wilkins of Manor Cottages who worked for Mr Castle.
Ted worked in Barnes’s shop after Ted Miles left. He was a quick
obliging server, and took care we kids did not help ourselves to
broken biscuits. Ted was in the Territiorials before the war
began. He was reported “Missing believed Killed ” on the Somme
in 1916. Ted was the sort of chap to get commissioned rank.

Edward's war medal card shows he was awarded the Victory,
British War and 15 Star medals.
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Chapter 5 - The families and where they lived
Charles Henry Archer

From page 31
Husband of Ellen Archer, Field View, Brize Norton. Charles and
Ellen had four
1911 E Census -houl Charles Henry Archer . .
1911 England Census Shout Charles Henry Archer IR K IOS o o Poatod
Mame: Charles Henry Archer 113
e Ernest, Lilian & Helen
Age in 1911: 32 in 1911
Estimated birth year: abt 1879
Relation to Head: Head
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton and Lew
County/Island: Oxfordshire
Country: England
Street address:  Field View Brize Norton Bampton R S
& Bampton Oxon
Marital Status: Married
Occupation: Rly Laborer
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Household Members: Name Age
Charles Henry 32
Archer
Ellen Archer 32
Fredrick John 5
Archer
Ernest Harry 3
Archer
Lillian Janet 2
Archer
Helen Mary 3f12
Archer
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Charles's parents also lived in the village. Their names were
Edwin & Mary Archer. In the 1891 census we can see they had
five children, Alfred, Jemima, Charles himself, Betram and Ellen.

1891 England Census =bout Edwin Archer

Mame: Edwin Archer
Age: 44
Estimated birth yvear: abt 1847
Relation: Head
Spouse's Name: Mary A Archer
Gender: Male
Where born:  Newland, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish: Brize Norton
Ecclesiastical parish:  Brize Norton St Britius
Town: Brize Norton

County/Island: Oxfordshire
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Househaold Members: MName Age
Edwin Archer i1
Mary A Archer 42
Alfred Archer 17
Jemima Archer 16
Charles H Archer 12
Bertriam S Archer 9
Ellen Archer &
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Ernest Bellenger
From page 33

The 1911 census shows that Ernest was married to Cathleen
Bertha Mary Bellenger and lived in Maston Maisey, Wiltshire
working as a milker on a farm. They had a 3 month old - Frank
Harry Bellenger. His parents were Henry & Elizabeth Bellenger,
Burford Road, Brize Norton.

1911 England Census about Ernest Bellenger

Name: Ernest Bellenger
Agein 1911: 21
Estimated birth year: abt 1830
Relation to Head: Head
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Marston Maisey
County/Island: Wiltshire
Country: England
Street address:  Marston Meysey, Cricklade, Wilts
Marital Status: Married
Years Married: 0

Estimated Marriage 1911
Year:

Occupation:  Milker on Farm
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Brize Norton and World War One

MName Age
Ernest 21
Bellenger

Cathleen Bertha 20
Mary Bellenger

Ernest's parents, Henry and Elizabeth Bellenger lived in Burford
Road, Brize Norton. The 1901 census shows the whole family,
with Ernest aged 11 and two older siblings, Arthur and Elsie, and
three younger, George, Kezia and Elizabeth.

1901 England Census =bout Henry Bellenger

Mame:

Age:

Estimated birth year:

Relation to Head:
Gender:

Spouse:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:

Ecclesiastical parish:

Town:

County,/Island:

Henry Bellenger

40

abt 1861

Head

Male

Elizabeth Bellenger

Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Brize Norton

Brize Norton St Britius

Brize Norton

Oxfordshire
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Household Members: Mame Age
Henry Bellenger 40
Elizabeth Bellenger 38
Arthur Bellenger 16
Elzie Bellenger 14
Harry F Bellenger 12
Ernest Bellenger 11
George E Bellenger 9
Kezia Bellenger 5

Elizabeth Bellenger

The picture at home in Brize Norton is shown from the 1911
census
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Albert Edward Blackwell

From page 35

In 1911 Albert lived with his parents William and Emily Blackwell
and brothers, Walter Frank and Harold Frederick in the school
cottages in Lew. They subsequently moved to Lower Haddon

Farm.

1911 England Census about Albert Edward Blackwell

Name:

Age in 1911:
Estimated birth year:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:
County/Island:
Country:

Street address:
Marital Status:

Occupation:

Albert Edward Blackwell

17

abt 1894

Son

Male

Comner, Berkshire

Brize Norton and Lew

Oxfordshire

England

School Cottages Lew Bampton Oxon
Single %

Carter

e Aa

i - (.

L:i‘lousehold Members:
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Mame Age
William Richard 50
Blackwell
Emily Blackwell 50
Albert Edward 17
Blackwell
Walter Frank 14
Elackwell
Harold Fredrick: 10
Blackwell
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Harold Castle
Back to see page 38

Harold was the son of Edward & Mary Castle, Manor House,
Brize Norton.

Mame: Harold Castle Harold was bOI‘n in
Age: 2 Tackley, Oxon. where
Estimated birth year: abt 1389 his father was a
Relation:  Sen farmer. His early
Father's Name: Edward Castle years can be tI‘aCked
Mother's name: Mary A Castle through the 1891, 1901
Gender: Male and 1911 censuses.

Where born: Tackley, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish: Tackley
Ecclesiastical parish:  Tackley
Town: Tackley

County/Island: Oxfordshire
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Name: Harold Castle
Age: 12
Estimated birth vear: abt 1889
Relation to Head: Boarder
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Tackley, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish: Brackley

Ecclesiastical parish: Brackley St James and Brackley St
Peter

Town: Brackley
County/Island: Morthamptonshire
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1911 England Census about Harold Castle

Name:

Age in 1911:
Estimated birth vear:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:

County/Island:
Country:
Street address:
Marital Status:

Occupation:

Harold Castle
22

abt 1839
Assistant

Male

Tackley, Oxon

Lawer Winchendon Upper
Winchendon

Buckinghamshire

England

Upper Winchedon &vlesbury, Bucks
Single

Farmer Assistant

His parents, Edward and Mary Anne, can be found in Brize

Norton in 1911 at the Manor House. There were the two
brothers, Harold and John (the latter living at home in 1911) and
three sisters, Nora, Kate and Sarah.

1911 England Census sbout Edward Castle

Name:

Age in 1911:
Estimated birth year:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:
County/Island:
Country:

Street address:

Marital Status:
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Edward Castle
59

abt 1852

Head

Male

Stanton Harcourt, Oxfordshire,
England

Brize Morton and Lew
Oxfordshire
England

Manor House Brize Norton Bampton
Cxen

Married
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John Castle
From page 41

Son of Edward & Mary Castle, Manor House, Brize Norton.

John can be found living with his parents at the Manor House in
Brize Norton (see the

Househaold Members: Name Age entry fOI‘ Har()ld Castle

Edward Castle 55 above).

Mary Ann 55

Castle

MNora Castle 24

John Castle 21

Kate Castle 19

Sarah Parker 43

Pictures of Edward Castle and the Manor House can be found on
pages 29 and 30.
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Albert Edward Faulkner
From page 43

Albert can be found living as a horseman on a farm with his
parents, Frederick (a farm labourer) & Bertha Ellen Faulkner, in
Brize Norton from the 1911 census. He had a younger sister
Bessie.

1911 England Census =bout Albert Edward Faulkner

Name:  Albert Edward Faulkner
Age in 1911: 19
Estimated birth vear: abt 1892 I}
Relation to Head: Son
Gender:  Male
Birth Place: Brize Morton, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton
County/Island: Oxfordshire
Country: England
Street address:  Brize Morton Bampton Oxon

Marital Status: Single
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Household Members: MName Age
Frederick 44
Faulkner
Bertha Ellen 38
Faulkner
Albert Edward 19
Faulkner

Bessie Faulkner 13
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Arthur Faulkner
From page 45

Arthur was the son of Agnes Faulkner and was brought up by
grandparents John & Eliza, Station Road, Brize Norton. The 1911
Census shows him living in Brize Norton. One set of records
suggest he was living in Birmingham when he signed up.

1911 England Census about Arthur Faulkner

Name: Arthur Faulkner
Agein 1911: 16
Estimated birth vear: abt 1895
Relation to Head: Grandson
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton and Lew
County/Island: Oxfordshire
Country: England
Street address:  High St Brize Narton Bampton Oxon
Marital Status:  Single

Occupation: Labourer On Farm
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Household Members: Mame Age

John Faulkner 67

Eliza Faulkner 62

Ada Faulkner 32

Arthur Faulkner 16

Agnes Hunt 12

James Mills 26
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William Joseph Garratt
From page 48

The 1911 Census shows William, a horseman on a farm, at home
with his parents, William (a farm labourer) and Annie, in
Lingermans on the Burford Road, Brize Norton. He had two
brothers: George (17), Charles Ernest (9) and Frederick James (4)
together with one

1911 England Census about William Joseph Garratt :
P sister Nora.
Name: William loseph Garratt
Age in 1911: 18
Estimated birth year: abt 18933
Relation to Head: Son
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton
County/Island: Oxfordshire
Country: England
Street address: Lingermans Cottages Brize Norton
Bampton Oxon
Marital Status: Single
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Household Members: Name Age

william Garratt 50
Annie Garratt 43
Wwilliam Joseph 18
Garratt

George Garratt b
Nora Annie 11
Garratt

Charles Ernest 9
Garratt

Frederick James 4
Garratt
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Henry Frederick Godwin

From page 50

In the 1911 census Henry can be found as a ploughb boy of 14
living with his parents, Cornelius (a shepherd) & Francis Mary
Godwin, in Shilton. He was then eldest of five boys, with one

sister. His parents

1911 England Census about Henry Fredrick Godwin subsequently moved to

Name: Henry Fredrick Godwin WOOdSlde7 Burford°
Age in 1911: 14
Estimated birth year: abt 1857
Relation to Head: Son
Gender:  Male
Birth Place: Stratton Near Swindon, Wiltshire
Civil Parish:  Shilton and Bradwell
County/Island: Owxfordshire
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Household Members: Name Age.
Cornelius 4z
Godwin
Frances Mary 36
Godwin
Henry Fredrick 14
Godwin
William Charles 12
Godwin
Earnest George 10 plus Albert Edward
Godwin . .
Godwin (3) and Wilfred
Arabella Edith E . (3) ﬁ‘
Godwin Godwin (1)
Robert Frances 5
Godwin
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Frank Lock
From page 52

The 1911 Census shows Frank's parents, John (a farm labourer)
and Mary Anne Lock, living at Hill Cottages in Lew. Frank was
not there. Howell Powell recalls that Frank helped his father run
the Carpenters Arms (The Axe). Frank can be found in the 1901
census living alone with his parents at Lenedarne, Glamorgan.

1911 England Census about John Lock

Mame: John Lock
Age in 1911: 48
Estimated birth yvear: abt 1863
Relation to Head: Head
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Black Torrington, Devonshire
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton and Lew

County,Island:

Oxfordshire

1901 Wales Census zbout Frank Lock

Mame: Frank Lock
Age in 1901: 8
Estimated birth year: abt 1833
Relation: Son
Father's Name: John Lock

Mother's name:

Mary Ann Lock

Gender:  Male
Where born:  Radyr, Glamorgan, Wales
Civil Parish:  Llanedarne
Ecclesiastical parish:  Llanedarne

[
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e

The Carpenters Arms (known loc as ‘The Axe’], at the southern end of Brize Norton,
in 1905, It ceased trading in 1992,
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Edwin John Miles
From page 54

Edwin has not been found in the census records, nor his parents,
George and Flora Miles. However Howell Powell writes - Flora r
was Charlie Archer’s sister. A widow she married a widower -
none other than dear old John Luckett. John was Dad’s foreman
on the roads.

Harold's recollections don't seem to tie up with Edwin's parents
as recorded in his military records as the next of kin.

However, Debbie Betts of Chipping Norton has shed some light
on the subject. She says that Edwin's surname at birth was
Wiggins, as was the whole family. She says that the family does
not know when and why their surname was changed.

At the time of Edwin's death his home was Burwell Cottages in
Witney. Debbie Betts' uncle, Stephen, now aged 89 clearly
remembers having summer holidays with his grandmother, Flora
Miles (nee Archer) who was Edwin's mother.

Armed with this new information we can locate Edwin in the 1911
census living in Chimney aged 20 and confirm he was born in

Brize Norton.

We can also track his mother and her connection to the Archer
family by working back through the censuses.
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1911 England Census It Edwin John Wiggins
Name: Edwin John Wiggins
Age in 1911: 20
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1891
Relation to Head: Son
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Ciwil Parish:  Yelford, Brighthampton, Shifford and
Chimney
County/Island: Oxfardshire
Country: England
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1901 England Census about Flora Wiggins

Name:

Age:

Estimated Birth Year:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Spouse:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:
Ecclesiastical parish:
Town:

County/Island:

Flora Wiggins
29

abt 1872

wife

Female

George Wiggins

Cogges, Oxfordshire, England

Bampton
Bampton St Mary
Bampton

Owxfordshire
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Household Members: Name Age
George Wiggins 38
Flara Wigagins 25
Edwin J Wiggins 10
Elizabeth 5 wiggins a
Martha Wigagins &
{not transcribed) 3

Weeks

Alfred F Radband 17

Flora Wiggins

Name: Flora Wiggins
Age: 19
Estimated Birth Year: abt 1872
Relation:  wife
Spouse's Name: George Wiggins
Gender: Female
Where barn:  Mewland, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton
Ecclesiastical parish: Brize Norton 5t Britius
Town: Brize Norton

County/Island: Oxfordshire

0 d, 1 TS erge W] Head [0 Tagh W@Z Pabruae XTI T 91 Bniye horton]
e e T T | & feildomd |
Edusrin o 0| Pt I | % PBosne
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Household Members: Name Age
George Wiggins 27 .
Flora Wiggins 19
Edwin John Wiggins 9/12

Martha Archer
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Age:

Estimated Birth Year:
Relationship to Head:
Father:

Mother:

Gender:

Where born:

Civil Parish:
County/Island:

Country:
Education:

Employment status:

Occupation:

Household Members:

it Flora Archer

Flora Archer

]

abt 1872
Daughter

Edwin Archer
Mary Ann Archer

Female

Coggs Witney, Oxfordshire, England

Brize Norton
Oxfordshire

England
rWiew image

Scholar

Mame

Edwin Archer
Mary Ann Archer
William Archer
Flora Archer
Jemmima Archer
Alfred Archer
Martha Archer
Charles Archer

Age
33
34
14

[ TR
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William Edward Parker

From page 57

William's parents, Charles & Mary Ann Parker lived in Brize

Norton

William can be found aged 12 in the 1901 census with his mother,
Mary Ann, as head of the household. William had an elder
brother, James a plough horse boy (aged 14) and a younger
brother, Bertie (aged 4). He had three sisters. William is not

1901 England Census zbout William E Parker

Name:

Age:

Estimated birth year:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Mother:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:

Ecclesiastical parish:

William E Parker

12
abt 1889
Son

Male

Mary & Parker

living at home in 1911

Everingham, Yorkshire, England

Brize Norton

Brize Morton 5t Britius
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Household Members: MName Age
Mary A Parker 34
James & Parker 14
William E Parker 12
Mabel M Parker 10

Ethel L Parker 7
Bertie Parker <
winefred Parker 2
Evelyn Parker 2
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Thomas W Powell
From page 58

Thomas' parents were David (a road surveyor) & Britannia
Powell, The Limes, Brize Norton

Thomas can be found in the 1911 Census living at home with his
father, David, at The Limes in Carterton Road, Brize Norton. His
mother Britannia was deceased and the three elder sisters were
living there. Howell Powell, the author of the memoires, had left
home.

1911 England Census =about Thomas William Powell
Name: Thomas William Powell
Age in 1911: 16 %
Estimated birth year: abt 1895
Relation to Head: Son
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Kingswood, Gloucestershire
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton
County/Island: Oxfordshire
Country: England

Street address:  The Limes Brize Norton Bampton
Oxon

Marital Status: Single

Occupation: At school
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Household Members: Name Age
David H W 57
Powell
Grizella F Powell 23
Edith Annie 21
Fowell
I=abel Reed 19
Fowell
Thomas William 16
Powell

The Limes
Could that be Thomas in the upstairs window?
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Marcus John Timms
From page 65

Marcus can be found in the 1911 Census living in Brize Norton
with his parents, Mark (a walling mason) and Annie Timms (nee
Faulkner), brothers Albert (22), Raymond (10) and Eric (3) plus
three sisters, Leah, Olive and Vera.

1911 England Census about Marcus J Timms

Mame: Marcus ] Timms
Age in 1911: 18
Estimated birth year: abt 1893
Relation to Head: Son
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton
County/Island: Oxfordshire
Country: England
Street address:  Brize Narton Bampton Oxon
Marital Status:  Single
Occupation: Butcher

Registration district: Witney

o fo [o o lu |-
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Household Members:

MName

Mark E Timms
Annie Timms
Albert Timms
Marcus J Timms
Leah A Timms
Raymond
Timms

Olive Timms
Vera Timms

Eric Timms
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Percival L Timms

From page 67

Percival's parents, Alfred William (a stonemason) & Kate Timms,
moved to 18 Princess Street, Swindon but were born at Brize

Norton

In 1901 Percival lived with his parents in Brize Norton. He had
two uncles, Leonard and Edgar and a cousin, Alfred living with
them. In 1911 Percy was 12, Alfred was 14 and there were two
other boys: Aubrey (7) and Norman (5) and two daughters
Winifred and Ellen.

1901 England Census about Alfred Timms

Name:

Age:

Estimated birth yvear:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Spouse:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:
Ecclesiastical parish:
Town:
County,/Island:

Country:

T mmb m A

Alfred Timms
[Alfred William Timms] #

25

abt 1876

Head %

Male

Kate Timms

Brize Morton, Oxfordshire, England
Brize Norton

Brize Morton St Britius

Brize Norton

Oxfordshire

England
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Househaold Members: MName Age
Alfred Timms 25
Kate Timms 25
Percival Timms 2
Leonard Timms 30
Alfred Timms 4
Edgar Timms 21
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Jack S Upstone
From page 69

Jack, or John presents a mystery. His parents, John & Annie
Upstone can be found in the 1881 census living in Sussex and
Annie (Anne) appears alone in the 1891 Census living in Banbury
with a John C Upstone aged one. When we get to the 1901
Census we find a John Upstone aged 8 with different parents,
Amos and Caroline. He can be found in the 1911 Census, aged 18
(a horseman on a farm), living with his brother James (15) and
sisters May and Fanny. Caroline was widowed. In each case the
parents were born in Brize Norton but the relationship between
John& Annie, Amos and Caroline and Jack/John is unclear.

1901 England Census =bout John Upstone

Name: John Upstone
Age: B8
Estimated birth yvear: abt 1893
Relation to Head: Son
Gender: Male
Father: Amos Upstone
Mother: Caroline Upstone
Birth Place: Brize Morton, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Brize Norton
Ecclesiastical parish: Brize Norton St Britius
Town: Brize Norton

County/Island: Oxfordshire
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1911 England Census :

John Upstone

Mame:

Age in 1911:
Estimated Birth Year:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:
County/Island:
Country:

Street address:

John Upstone
18
abt 1893

Son m

Male

Brize Norton,nrdshire, England
Brize Norton and Lew

Oxfardshire

England

High St Brize Norton Bampton Oxon
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Household Members: Name Age

Caroline 45

Upstone

John Upstone 18

James Upstone 15

May Upstone i2

Fanny Upstone ]
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Albert J Wilkins
From page 71

Albert can be found in the 1911 census aged 18 living and working
with his parents, Charles (farmer and carrier) and Martha at
Sturt Farm, Swinbrook with brothers William (26) and Harry
(23), one elder sister, Elizabeth (21) and one younger sister,
Annie (16).

1911 England Census zbout Albert Wilkins

Mame: Albert Wilkins
Age in 1911: 18
Estimated birth year: abt 1893
Relation to Head: Son
Gender: Male
Birth Place: Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Civil Parish:  Asthall, Swinbrook and Widford
County/Island: Oxfordshire
Country: England

Street address:  Sturt Farm Swinbrook Burford Oxon

Marital Status: Single h
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Household Members: Name Age

Charles Wilkins 51
Martha wilkins 53
William Wilking 26

Harry Wilkins 23
Elizabeth 21
Wilkins

Albert Wilkins 18
Annie Wilkins 16
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Edward Wilkins
From page 73

Edward can be found in the 1901 Census, aged 14 living with his
parents, Thomas (a groom and cattleman) and Elizabeth. In
1911, aged 24 he was boarding in Henley on Thames as a
shopkeeper's grocers assistant.

1901 England Census about Edward Wilkins

Name:

Age:

Estimated birth year:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Father:

Maother:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:

Ecclesiastical parish:

Edward Wilkins

14

abt 1887

Son

Male

Thomas Wilkins

Elizabeth Wilkins

Brize Norton, Oxfordshire, England
Brize Norton

Brize Morton St Britius

Town: Brize Morton
County/Island: Oxfordshire
Country: England
o= e SECILT == Docsemarnmt] B e
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Household Members: Name Age
Thomas Wilkins 56
Elizabeth Wilkins 56
Edward Wilkins 14
Charles Clack 40
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t Edward Wilkins

1911 England Census

Name:

Age in 1911:
Estimated birth year:
Relation to Head:
Gender:

Birth Place:

Civil Parish:
County/Island:
Country:

Street address:

Marital Status:
Occupation:

Registration district:

Edward Wilkins

24

abt 1887

Boarder

Male

Bridge Morton, Oxfordshire, England
Henley on Thames

Oxfordshire

England

1 Miagara Rd Henley On Thames
Henley Oxaon

Single
cshop Keepers Grocers Assistant

Henley
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Chapter 6 - Their memorials

The fallen of Brize Norton were first only remembered on a hand written
manuscript in the porch of St Britius Church. As each person died the records
were updated. Later on the War Memorial was erected outside the church
and now their names are on the new plaque placed on the village recreation
ground to mark the 100th years after the First World War (see chapter 9)

Beyond this, each person is commemorated at one of the War Graves Miltary
Cemeteries on the continent of Europe. It was the practice to bury the dead
near to where they fell unless they survived for a period after their injuries
when their graves are at home. Hence the two graves in the St Britius
Churchyard Extension.

Below are details of the Commonwealth War Graves Cemeteries.
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Arras Memorial

Country: France
Locality: Pas de Calais
Identified Casualties: 34,774

Location Information

The Arras Memorial is in the
Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery,
which is in the Boulevard du General
de Gaulle in the western part of the
town of Arras. The cemetery is near
the Citadel, approximately 2 kms due west of the railway station.
The GPS coordinates for the cemetery are 50.28670, 2.76057

Visiting Information
Wheelchair access to the memorial is possible via an alternative
entrance at the rear of Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery.

Historical Information

The French handed over Arras to Commonwealth forces in the
spring of 1916 and the system of tunnels upon which the town is
built were used and developed in preparation for the major
offensive planned for April 1917.

The Commonwealth section of the FAUBOURG D'AMIENS
CEMETERY was begun in March 1916, behind the French
military cemetery established earlier. It continued to be used by
field ambulances and fighting units until November 1918. The
cemetery was enlarged after the Armistice when graves were
brought in from the battlefields and from two smaller cemeteries
in the vicinity.
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The cemetery contains over 2,650 Commonwealth burials of the
First World War, 10 of which are unidentified. The graves in the
French military cemetery were removed after the war to other
burial grounds and the land they had occupied was used for the
construction of the Arras Memorial and Arras Flying Services
Memorial.

The adjacent ARRAS MEMORIAL commemorates almost 35,000
servicemen from the United Kingdom, South Africa and New
Zealand who died in the Arras sector between the spring of 1916
and 7 August 1918, the eve of the Advance to Victory, and have no
known grave. The most conspicuous events of this period were
the Arras offensive of April-May 1917, and the German attack in
the spring of 1918. Canadian and Australian servicemen killed in
these operations are commemorated by memorials at Vimy and
Villers-Bretonneux. A separate memorial remembers those killed
in the Battle of Cambrai in 1917.

Both cemetery and memorial were designed by Sir Edwin
Lutyens, with sculpture by Sir William Reid Dick. The memorial
was unveiled by Lord Trenchard, Marshal of the Royal Air Force
on the 31 July 1932 (originally it had been scheduled for 15 May,
but due to the sudden death of French President Doumer, as a
mark of respect, the ceremony was postponed until July).
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Bay6and | ARRAS

FAULKNER,
ALBERT

EDWARD | i

| Private | 16687 | 0300511917 | 25
i Light Infantry

" United
' Kingdom

| MEMORIAL

Oxford and Bucks
7.
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.
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Brize Norton Churchyard Extension

Country: England
Location: Brize Norton, Oxfordshire - situated opposite St Britius
church in Brize Norton village.

Open at all times

Casualties: Two from the first war and one from the second.
Soldiers who came home following their injuries.

LOCK, F | Private | 20598 . 07M0M917 26 | Grenadier | BRIZE NORTON (ST.
| Guards | BRITIUS) CHURCHYARC
) : ) : 5 } | EXTENSION
POWELL, T : Captain : | 241111918 | . Tank Corps : United . BRIZE NORTON (ST.
w - Kingdom - BRITIUS) CHURCHYARD
{ EXTENSION

On Frank's grave -

"In Ever Loving Memory

FRANK LOCK
Grenadier Guards
The only child of John & and on Thomas' grave-
Mary Anne Lock
of Brize Norton "In Ever Loving Memory
Who was gassed & seriously Captain T W Powell MC
wounded in France and after Tank Corps
a long illness patiently borne Died November 24th 1918
died Oct. 7th 1917 aged 26 after being gassed at Loos
years. and St Julien aged 23 years
Peace be his rest his Peace perfect peace"

memory ever near"
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Caberet-Rouge British Cemetery, Souchez

Country: France
Locality: Pas de Calais
Identified Casualties: 3185

Location Information

Souchez is a village 3.5 kilometres
north of Arras on the main road to
Bethune. The cemetery is about 1.5
kilometres south of the village on the
west side of the D937 Arras-Bethune
Road.

Historical Information
Caberet-Rouge was a small,
red-bricked, red-tiled café that stood
close to this site in the early days of
the First World War. The café was
destroyed by shellfire in March 1915
but it gave its unusual name to this
sector and to a communication
trench that led troops up the
front-line. Commonwealth soldiers
began burying their fallen comrades here in March 1916. The
cemetery was used mostly by the 47th (London) Division and the
Canadian Corps until August 1917 and by different fighting units
until September 1918. It was greatly enlarged in the years after
the war when as many as 7,000 graves were concentrated here
from over 100 other cemeteries in the area. For much of the
twentieth century, Cabaret-Rouge served as one of a small
number of ‘open cemeteries’ at which the remains of fallen
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servicemen newly discovered in the region were buried. Today
the cemetery contains over 7,650 burials of the First World War,
over half of which remain unidentified.

The Canadian Connection

Many different Commonwealth units served in this sector during
the war and the cemetery contains the graves of British, Irish,
Australian, New Zealand, Indian and South African soldiers. It is
also the final resting place of over 70 officers of the Royal Flying
Corps and Royal Air Force. Cabaret-Rouge has a particularly
close connection with the Canadian Infantry, however, as
hundreds of Canadians who were killed at the Battle of Vimy
Ridge in April 1917 were ultimately laid to rest here.

The cemetery and shelter buildings were designed by former
Canadian Army officer Frank Higginson. Higginson worked as an
architect for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission in the
1920s and later acted as Secretary to the Commission.

In May 2000 the remains of an unknown Canadian soldier were
taken from this cemetery and buried in a special tomb at the foot
of the National War Memorial in Ottowa, Canada. A focal point
for remembrance, he represents more than 116,000 Canadians
who lost their lives during the First World War. A headstone in
plot 8, Row E, Grave 7 marks his original grave.

The Importance of Vimy Ridge

German forces seized the village of Souchez and the surrounding
countryside as they advanced through Northern France in 1914.
German artillery units were able to control this sector of the front
from two ridges which flanked the village — Vimy Ridge to the
east, and Notre Dame de Lorette to the west. After 12 months of
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bitter fighting, the French forces captured the high ground at
Lorette in the autumn of 1915. When the French handed this part
of the line to the Commonwealth forces in March 1916, Vimy
Ridge was still in German hands.

Vimy Ridge was the key to the German defensive system in this
sector. It protected an area of occupied France in which coal
mines and factories were in full production for the German war
effort and the fortified vantage points on the ridge dominated the
surrounding battlefields.

The Battle of Vimy Ridge formed part of the opening phase of the
British-led Battle of Arras which began on 9 April 1917. The
Canadian forces managed to capture most of the German
positions on the ridge on the first day of the attack and by 12
April they had occupied the village of Thélus and pushed the
Germans back to the Oppy-Méricourt line. By taking the ridge the
Canadians achieved a major tactical success, but in just four days
of fighting they suffered over 10,000 casualties, 3,500 of whom
were Kkilled. The battle was the first action in which all four
divisions of the Canadian Corps fought together and had a major
impact on Canadian national identity.

(updated - August 2012)
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TIMMS,M | Lance | 16601 | 270041916 | | Odordand | United | XVILH.16. | CABARET-ROUGE
J i Corporal | | | Bucks Light i Kingdom | i BRITISH CEMETERY,
i i i Infantry i | T i SOUCHEZ

/

CABARET-ROUGE BRITISH CEMETERY
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Helles Memorial

Country: Turkey (including Gallipoli)
Identified Casualties: 20878

Location Information

The Anzac and Suvla cemeteries are
first signposted from the left hand
junction of the Eceabat- Bigali Road.
From this junction travel into the
main Anzac area.

Follow the road to Helles, opposite the Kabatepe Museum, at 14.2
kms. take a right turn at the "T" junction and at 14.3 kms. take the
left fork. After a total of 22.8 kms, take a right turn to the
memorial along a rough track 500m long.

The Helles Memorial stands on the tip of the Gallipoli Peninsula.
It takes the form of an obelisk over 30 metres high that can be
seen by ships passing through the Dardanelles.

Visiting Information
The site is permanently open and may be visited at any time.

Please note that in the absence of a cemetery register, visitors are
advised to locate the Grave/Memorial reference before visiting.

The Panel Numbers quoted at the end of each entry relate to the
panels dedicated to the Regiment served with. In some instances
where a casualty is recorded as attached to another Regiment, his
name may alternatively appear within their Regimental Panels.
Please refer to the on-site Memorial Register Introduction to
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determine the alternative panel numbers if you do not find the
name within the quoted Panels.

For further information and enquiries please contact
maoffice@cwgc.org

Historical Information

The eight month campaign in Gallipoli was fought by
Commonwealth and French forces in an attempt to force Turkey
out of the war, to relieve the deadlock of the Western Front in
France and Belgium, and to open a supply route to Russia
through the Dardanelles and the Black Sea.

The Allies landed on the peninsula on 25-26 April 1915; the 29th
Division at Cape Helles in the south and the Australian and New
Zealand Corps north of Gaba Tepe on the west coast, an area
soon known as Anzac. On 6 August, further landings were made
at Suvla, just north of Anzac, and the climax of the campaign
came in early August when simultaneous assaults were launched
on all three fronts. However, the difficult terrain and stiff Turkish
resistance soon led to the stalemate of trench warfare. From the
end of August, no further serious action was fought and the lines
remained unchanged. The peninsula was successfully evacuated
in December and early January 1916.

The Helles Memorial serves the dual function of Commonwealth
battle memorial for the whole Gallipoli campaign and place of
commemoration for many of those Commonwealth servicemen
who died there and have no known grave.

The United Kingdom and Indian forces named on the memorial
died in operations throughout the peninsula, the Australians at
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Helles. There are also panels for those who died or were buried at
sea in Gallipoli waters. The memorial bears more than 21,000
names.

GARRATT, | Private | 17292 | 06/081915 | 22 | Hampshire | United | Panel125-134or | HELLES
WILLIAM Regiment | Kingdom & 223-226228-229& | MEMORIAL

JOSEPH 328

THE HELLES MEMORIAL

i

- 262

PANELS
%3

218~

SINVL

Nes |59 -

SN

PANLLS Ne3 240 - 252
#1% - EIC saN BIINVY

PAMNELS
- v

N
w?:

"o

PANELS NeS 20§ 235 PANELS Neos,
PANELS NS 16 - 217 383 - 335/

STEPS TO ENTRANCE.

PLAN INDICATING THE POSITION OF THE PANELS
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La ville-aux-bois Military Cemetery

Country: France
Locality: Aisne
Identified Casualties: 152

Location Information

La Ville-aux-Bois British Cemetery
lies south of Laon and north of the :
city of Reims. B L e

La Ville-aux-Bois British Cemetery can be reached from the
direction of Laon via the N44, Laon to Reims road. After about 18
kilometres from leaving the Laon ring road, the road goes
through the village of Corbeny. After a further 4 kilometres, La
Ville-aux-Bois British Cemetery is visible on the right side of this
busy road. A CWGC sign gives an early indication several metres
before the cemetery.

Alternatively, the cemetery can be reached from Junction 14 of
the A26 motorway (Berry Au Bac). Take the D925 and continue
for 3 kilometres and then join the N44 and follow above
instructions, but noting that the cemetery approach will be from
the opposite direction.

Historical Information

La-Ville-Aux-Bois-Les-Pontavert village was captured by the
French, after severe fighting, in April 1917; and on the 27th May
1918, the 50th Division was driven from the high ground behind
it, in the Battle of the Aisne. The 2nd Devons and the 5th Battery,
45th Brigade, R.F.A., won the Croix de Guerre for their devoted
courage on this occasion, and a granite cross, erected by the
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Devonshire Regiment, stands on the main road near the place
where the Battalion was annihilated. The village was completely
destroyed.

The British Cemetery was made after the Armistice by the
addition of isolated graves from a wide area and from the
following cemeteries:-

PONTAVERT GERMAN CEMETERY

SISSONNE GERMAN CEMETERY

NOTRE DAME-DE-LIESSE GERMAN CEMETERY
PROUVAIS COMMUNAL CEMETERY GERMAN EXTENSION
BOUVANCOURT FRENCH MILITARY CEMETERY

One further burial was made in 1920.

There are now 564 Commonwealth burials of the 1914-18 war
commemorated here, of which 413 are unidentified. There is also
2 burials of the 1939-45 war, 1 being an airman of the United
Kingdom and 1 being a French Foreign National. Special
memorials are erected to four United Kingdom soldiers, known
or believed to be buried among them. Other special memorials
record the names of 18 others, buried in certain German
Cemeteries, whose graves could not be found.

The cemetery covers an area of 1,700 square metres and is
enclosed on three sides by a low rubble wall.
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TIMMS, P ; Private | 57358 2810511918 | 19 Worcestershire | United LE.9. LA VILLE-AUX-BOIS
Regiment i Kingdom BRITISH CEMETERY
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