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With regards to the Carterton master-plan; the parts of the plan that address 
the redevelopment of the Town Centre are very welcome. This may ensure 
that more people visit the Town Centre in future. Nevertheless, it does 
require more quality shops, cafes, restaurants and even another public house. 
 
However, the master plan does not clearly identify the Carterton Town 
Council and the neighbouring Parish Boundaries.  This is a fundamental piece 
of data that must be included on the master plan to show what is proposed to 
go in which parish.   
Also, the master plan does not clearly show the location and scale of all the 
currently approved developments, which should be individually highlighted to 
show the circa 1,600 houses that are currently un-built, but have planning 
approval, in Carterton for delivery between the now and 2030.   
This will already require Carterton to provide 18 new jobs every month for the 
next 15 years to match this level of housing.  
The master plan does not present any data on employment or business 
history in Carterton over the last 10-20 years, therefore it presents no 
justification to support the level of expansion illustrated on the plan.  Hard 
data is needed to justify the proposed level of expansion, particularly given 
recent trends with at least 4 businesses closing in the town centre in the last 
few months and the fact that the farmers’ market in the new town market 
square has hardly been able to survive.   
Census data for Carterton shows that over time businesses come and go, but 
the overall number stays roughly constant.  The town provides very useful 
local services and amenities used by residents and neighbouring villagers, but 
it will never be able to compete with Witney for retail outlets 
Over the last 10 years clothes and shoe shops have come and gone with 
recent casualties being Blockbuster, Roses Electrical, Really Useful Shop and 
Giles Toyshop.  Building more housing will not promote growth. 
The need to deliver a more attractive town centre is long overdue and 
therefore should be the prime focus for the master plan. 
  


